E¢-LOCAL SYSTEMS FROM CUBIC THREEFOLDS
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ABSTRACT. We produce infinitely many local systems on (level covers of) the moduli space of smooth
cubic threefolds, with algebraic monodromy group equal to the exceptional group Eg. These local
systems arise in the middle cohomology of abelian étale covers of the Fano scheme parametrizing
lines in the universal cubic threefold.
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1. INTRODUCTION

The existence question for motives over number fields with exceptional Galois group was first
raised for the groups G, and Eg by Serre [Ser94, §8.8], who qualified it as hasardeuse. His interest
probably came from the fact that constructions based on curves and abelian varieties typically yield
only classical groups. It is now known that all simple exceptional groups do occur as Galois groups
of motives. In this paper, we consider the following version of the problem:

Question. Is every simple exceptional group realized as the algebraic monodromy group of a local
system of geometric origin on a smooth complex variety?

This is not merely an analogue of Serre’s question: by a specialization argument, a positive
answer also resolves the original question on motives if one interprets the motivic Galois group
either as an /-adic monodromy group or as a Mumford-Tate group. As we will recall in section 1.2,
known constructions yield the sought-after local systems for all simple exceptional groups other
than Es. The main goal of this paper is to fill in this missing case: more precisely, we construct
infinitely many pairwise distinct local systems of geometric origin whose algebraic monodromy
group is the exceptional group Eg. By specializing these, we obtain many motives with Galois
group Eg. The local systems that we construct arise in the middle cohomology of abelian étale
covers of the family of Fano surfaces associated with a family of smooth cubic threefolds, as we
now explain.

1.1. Main result. Let S be a smooth complex variety and # — S a family of smooth cubic
threefolds, i.e. a subvariety
Y CP(&)
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cut out by a nonzero global section of Sym? &V for a vector bundle & of rank five on S such that the
projection % — S is a smooth morphism. Let %; be the fiber of this morphism at a point s € S. The
family is called versal if for general s € S the Kodaira-Spencer map

T.S — HY (%, Ty,)

is surjective, or equivalently if the classifying map S — .# to the moduli stack .# of cubic threefolds
is dominant. Passing from smooth cubic threefolds to their associated Fano surfaces, we get a
smooth projective morphism

. F =S
whose fiber .7; at a point s € S is the surface parametrizing lines on the cubic threefold %.

We are interested in the middle cohomology of this family of surfaces twisted by local systems of
rank one. Let IL be a unitary complex local system of rank one on .#. By Ehresmann’s theorem, the
higher direct image

V = R*m,L
is a local system on S. For s € S, the topological fundamental group 711 (S, s) acts on V = H?(F,1L)
via the monodromy representation p;: 711(S,s) — GL(V;). By the algebraic monodromy group of V
we mean the Zariski closure
M; = imps; C GL(V;)

of the image of p;. Since L is unitary, the connected component of the identity M is a reductive
Lie group. We will consider the case where IL is of finite order in the sense that for some n > 0 the
local system IL" is trivial. The smallest such 7 is called the order of IL. To compare the monodromy
representations arising as above for different choices of IL, recall that the trace field Q(ps) C C is
generated over Q by the traces of ps(y) for all v € 711(S,s). The trace field may change if one
replaces S by a finite étale cover. To take this into account, define the invariant trace field as the

intersection
inv(ps) = () Q(psr)
r

over all finite index subgroups I' C 711(S, s). We can then state our main result as follows.

Main theorem. There exists an integer ng > 2 such that for any versal family % — S of smooth cubic
threefolds, the following holds:

(1) For any local system 1L of finite order whose restriction to a general fiber F of t: % — S has
order n > ng, we have

(Mg, V) ~ (Es, V) and inv(ps) = Q(Zn)
where V is one of the two 27-dimensional irreducible representations of E¢ and {,, = e*™/".

(2) Fori = 1,2 let IL; be a local system of rank one with the above properties and put V; := R, IL;. I
the two local systems V1 and V are isomorphic, then so are ILq|p and Ly |f.

Note that the Fano surface F = .%; of lines on a smooth cubic threefold has dim H; (F, Q) = 10,
so for any n > 1 there are many rank one local systems of order n on it. After replacing S by a finite
level cover, they all extend to local systems IL on the total space of our family.

The local systems V that we produce are distinct in the following strong sense. Let us say that a
local system Wy on a smooth variety T is equivalent to a local system W, on a smooth variety T if
there is a smooth variety T with dominant morphisms p;: T — T; such that p;W; ~ p;W,. If this
is the case, then the local systems W; and W, have the same invariant trace field. Hence the local
systems V arising from two distinct values 11,12 of n in part (1) of the theorem are non-equivalent
as long as Q({y,) # Q({y,), which holds for any pair of distinct integers 17, 1, unless one of them
is an odd number and the other is twice that number.
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Note that in the formulation of the main theorem we must have ny > 2. Indeed, if the restriction
of IL to a general fiber of 7t has order n = 2, then the local system V of rank 27 on S is self-dual up to
twist by a rank one local system. In this case V cannot have connected monodromy group Eg since
the 27-dimensional irreducible representations of E4 are not self-dual. We haven’t computed the
connected monodromy group for n = 2 but expect that it is the symplectic group Spg and acts on V
via the nontrivial summand in the exterior square of the natural 8-dimensional representation.

1.2. Previous work. As we already mentioned at the beginning, all simple exceptional groups are
known to occur as Galois groups of motives (operationalized, for example, as /-adic monodromy
groups or Mumford-Tate groups):

Gy: Dettweiler and Reiter [DR10] constructed a rigid rank 7 local system on P! < {0,1,00} with
monodromy group G; via Katz’s middle convolution operation. It is of geometric origin,
and its specializations yield motives of type G,. Earlier, Gross and Savin [GS98] proposed
a conjectural construction of such motives in the cohomology of a Shimura variety. Yun
[Yun14] later constructed exceptional motivic local systems whose G, case is conjecturally
equivalent to that of Dettweiler—Reiter.

E¢: Patrikis [Pat16, Pat17] constructed p-adic Galois representations with Zariski dense image
in E¢ which are geometric in the sense of Fontaine-Mazur, i.e. unramified almost everywhere
and de Rham at primes above p. Such Galois representations are conjectured to arise in the
p-adic étale cohomology of an algebraic variety. Boxer, Calegari, Emerton, Levin, Madapusi
Pera, and Patrikis [BCE"19] subsequently realized E4 as the Galois group of a motives
occurring in the cohomology of a Shimura variety, though not a family of such.

E7,Eg: Yun [Yunl4], using ideas from the Langlands program, constructed motivic local systems
on P! \ {0,1, 00} with monodromy groups E7 and Es, whose specializations yield motives
of these types.

Fy: Patrikis [Patl6, Pat17] also found geometric p-adic Galois representations with Zariski
dense image in F;. Independently, Guralnick, Liibeck, and Yu [GLY16] constructed rigid
Fy-local systems on IP! \ {0, 1, oo}. Feergeman [Faer24] recently showed that all rigid G-local
systems are motivic.

For the groups G = Gy, E7, Eg, Fj, the first, third, and fourth constructions above also provide an
answer to the geometric analogue of Serre’s question that we study here: that is, they provide local
systems of geometric origin with algebraic monodromy group G. To the best of our knowledge,
this geometric analogue has remained open for Eg prior to this work. Note that there are natural
candidates for motivic local systems with monodromy Es or E;, namely the tautological local
systems on Shimura varieties of type E¢ and Ey, respectively. Although these are not known to be
of geometric origin, Diao, Lan, Liu, and Zhu [DLLZ23] show that they are geometric in the sense of
Fontaine-Mazur, and are therefore conjectured to arise from geometry. In particular, by suitable
specialization, one can construct Galois representations of the desired type that are conjecturally
motivic. In contrast, the local systems constructed in this paper are not of Shimura type.

One of the goals of this paper is to explain how the remarkable geometry of cubic threefolds
reflects the exceptional nature of the group Eg. It would be interesting to find similarly explicit
geometric constructions for the other exceptional groups.

1.3. Ideas of the proof. Before going into details, let us briefly explain the main ideas in the proof
that the local system V of the main theorem has connected monodromy group M; = Es. We
proceed in two steps: first we observe that there is an inclusion Mg C Eg, and then we show that
this inclusion cannot be strict.
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The inclusion My C E¢ follows directly from results in the literature. Indeed, Lawrence and
Sawin [LS25, lemma 2.9] prove that the monodromy normalizes the Tannaka group G associated
with the convolution of perverse sheaves on the abelian variety Alb(.%;), where .%; is a geometric
generic fiber of 7t: % — S, see also [JKLM25, th. 4.5]. On the other hand, by [Krd16, th. 2] the
derived group of the connected component of the identity in G is E¢ acting via one of its two
irreducible 27-dimensional representations (as explained in [Krd22], this is related to the fact that
the monodromy of the family of lines in the universal cubic surface is the Weyl group W(Es)).
Schur’s lemma then gives the desired inclusion Mg C Eg.

The main task of this paper is to prove that this inclusion cannot be strict. Note that the
comparison results between algebraic monodromy groups and Tannaka groups in [LS25, th. 4.7]
and [JKLM25, th. 4.10] do not apply here because the abelian scheme Alb(.%/S) is not constant. In
contrast, our proof is Hodge-theoretic in nature and builds on a higher-dimensional generalization
of the theory developed in [LLS25] to prove big monodromy results for curves.

Since M is the connected monodromy group of a local system of geometric origin, it is necessarily
semisimple and it therefore suffices to show that Mg cannot be contained in any of the maximal
semisimple subgroups of E¢. Our proof of this relies on an analysis of the derivative of the period
map associated to V at a general point of S, as we now explain.

Recall that the surface F := .%#; parametrizes lines on the cubic threefold Y := %;. A lineon Y is
called of second type if its normal bundle splits as (1) @ &(—1). The locus of lines of second type
is an effective bicanonical divisor B C F. We first prove a reconstruction result for the restriction
to B of the line bundle ¥ = IL ® 0 attached to our local system: if ¥ ® wp and £V ® wr are
globally generated (which is true for general s and local systems of high enough order), then we
may functorially reconstruct .#|p from the second derivative of the period map associated to the
complex variation of Hodge structures associated to V. Since B C F is an ample divisor, this
is enough to functorially reconstruct the unitary local system LL|r by the Narasimhan—Seshadri
correspondence. We deduce from this functorial reconstruction that

(1) V is not self-dual, and
(2) V.~ W @ W’ where W is irreducible of Hodge length 2, rank > 13, and W’ is unitary.

It turns out that these two properties suffice to show that the connected monodromy group My
cannot be contained in any of the maximal semisimple subgroups of Es, using a case by case
analysis based on the branching of the 27-dimensional irreducible representation.

1.4. Acknowledgments. We thank Claire Voisin and Frank Gounelas for useful discussions. In
the process of improving a first draft of this paper, we produced the proofs of theorem 3.1 and
proposition 3.7 with help from Deepmind’s Aletheia scaffold and Gemini Deep Think, respectively.

2. THE RECONSTRUCTION TECHNIQUE

In this section we explain how to recover properties of an integrable connection on a smooth
proper family from the local system underlying its relative de Rham cohomology, using a higher-
dimensional version of the method developed in [LLS25] for families of curves.

2.1. The derivative of the period map. Let S be a smooth irreducible complex variety and 7v: 2" —
S a smooth projective morphism of relative dimension d. Let .Z be a vector bundle on 2" endowed
with a flat unitary connection V: .¢ — .2 ® Q),.. For any point s € S, we can consider the de
Rham cohomology

Hix(X/C,(£,V)) ofthefiber X := Z..
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It comes with a natural Hodge filtration. For all p,q > 0 the coherent sheaves R77t, (£ ® QZ{ /s)
are locally free at s and, since V is unitary, we have an isomorphism

gr H21(X/C, (£, V)) ~ HI(X, £ @ Q).
We are interested in the cohomology in degree d = dim(X). Varying the point s € S, we consider
the relative de Rham cohomology
V= AR (215, (2,V)) = RIm(Q 5 ©.2),

where ()9 s ® .2 is the de Rham complex of the flat bundle 2. Let .#* be the Hodge filtration

on¥ and V: ¥ — ¥ ® Q! the Gauss-Manin connection. The Hodge filtration satisfies the Griffiths
transversality condition:

V(ZP) c P10 forallp >0.
On the graded pieces of the Hodge filtration, the Gauss—Manin connection gives rise to Us-linear
maps
erf V: g’ ¥ — gr’ 1 v @ OF
which make @, gr” 7" a graded Higgs bundle in the following sense:

Definition 2.1. A Higgs bundle s on S with Higgs field ¢ is graded if the underlying vector bundle
comes with a grading 7" = @<z /7 such that

p(AP)C AP T @OL  forallp € Z.

Fix now s € S. The goal of this section is to recover information about the vector bundle Z|x on
the fiber X := Z; from the fiber of the Higgs bundle gr 7" at s. By taking the fiber at s of a graded
Higgs bundle on S, one obtains the following linear datum:

Definition 2.2. An infinitesimal Higgs bundle at s is a finite-dimensional vector space H together
with a linear map
¢: H—> H®Qg,,

called the Higgs field, such that ¢ A ¢ = 0. We say that the infinitesimal Higgs bundle is graded if the
underlying vector space is endowed with a grading H = @,z H such that

¢(HP) C H" '®Qy, forallp € Z.

We will omit the Higgs field ¢ from the notation if there is no risk of confusion.

Any Higgs bundle on S gives rise to an infinitesimal Higgs bundle by taking the fiber at s. Given
an infinitesimal Higgs bundle H with Higgs field ¢, it will be often convenient to consider the
adjoint

6: T = Tss — End(H)
to the Higgs field ¢, called adjoint Higgs field. For the adjoint Higgs field the condition ¢ A ¢ =0
reads

0(61) 00(62) = 0(82) 00(61)
for all 41,9, € T. Note that when H is graded, the adjoint Higgs field is a map
6: T — P Hom(H?, H' ™)
pEZ
In particular, for every n € IN, the n-th iterate of 6 induces a linear map

6°":  Sym"T — P Hom(H?, HP™"), 01 0p > 0(51)0---00(y).
pEZ
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Morphisms and direct sums of infinitesimal Higgs bundles, and their graded version, are defined
in the evident manner. The dual of an infinitesimal Higgs bundle H is also defined in the obvious
way, while for the graded version we will describe our weight conventions later.

Example 2.3. When H is the fiber at s of the Higgs bundle gr 7', we write
H:=H <z,
leaving the connection V understood when no confusion can arise. With this notation, we have
Hf, ~ H¥"7(X, 2 Qk).
Moreover, the adjoint Higgs field

6: T =Tss — EQHom(H,, HY, )
p=0

can be interpreted as the differential at s of the period map of 7 (2°/S, (£, V)), although we
will not use this interpretation in what follows. Instead, we use that, via the Kodaira-Spencer map

k: T — HY(X, Tx),
one can express 6 in terms of the cup product:
(0(t),a) = aUx(t) forallt€ Tanda € HP ~H7(X, 2 ®Q%),

see [Kat70, th. 3.5]. We may therefore factor the d-th iterate of the Higgs field as shown in the
commutative diagram

Sym? T AN Hom(H4,, HY,)
1) Sym! Kl {
Sym?H' (X, Tx) —— HY(X, \? Tx)
where y is induced by the cup product and
c: HY(X,wY) — Hom(H%, H%), v [0 — aUo).

Note that the anti-symmetry of the cup product on H! (X, Tx) exchanges the symmetric power in
the source of u with the exterior power in its target. We also observe that the lower-left part of the
commutative square (2.1) does not depend on the choice of the flat bundle .Z.

The previous example leads us to the following definition:

Definition 2.4. An infinitesimal graded Higgs bundle H with adjoint Higgs field 6 is compatible
withm: 2" — Sif

ker(p o Sym? x) C ker(°?: Sym’ T — & Hom(H?, HP~))
peEZ

The above condition is equivalent to the existence of a linear map c: im(u) — @, Hom(H?, H? —)
making the following diagram commutative:

Sym? T N D, Hom (H?, HP )

(2.2) Symi l ]

Sym?H'(X, Tx) —— im(u).
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Let H be an infinitesimal graded Higgs bundle which is compatible with 77 and let H" be its
dual as an infinitesimal Higgs bundle. We equip it with the grading

(H')" = (H")Y,
so that the resulting infinitesimal graded Higgs bundle is compatible with 7. When H = H¢ is the
fiber at s of the Higgs bundle gr 7 we have
(Hg) Vi Hgv .

2.2. The reconstruction result. From now on we assume that the family 7r: 2" — S is versal in the
sense that the Kodaira-Spencer map « is surjective at s. Note that in this case the map c in (2.2) is
determined uniquely by the d-th power of the adjoint Higgs field.

The goal of this section is to recover information about the vector bundle .Zjx on the fiber X = %
from the relative de Rham cohomology on a first order neighborhood of the point s € S, or more
precisely from the infinitesimal graded Higgs bundle H» in example 2.3. The idea is to recover
information about .Zjx from the cup product map

c: HYX,A\“Tx) — Hom(H%,HY%)
and to reconstruct the latter from the d-th iterate of the Higgs field via the diagram (2.1). Note that
the diagram only determines c on the image of the map
u: Sym? HY(X, Tx) — HY(X, A Tx).
To take care of this, let us rewrite the target of i as
HY (X, A1 Tx) ~ HY(X,w$?)V

via Serre duality. Then the kernel of the dual map y" becomes a subspace ker(x") C H(X, w$?),
and we denote by

B C X
the base locus of the associated linear system. The evaluation map H’(X, w§?) ® 05 — w§? factors
through a map

(2.3) im(p") ® 0 — wP|5
via the natural identification im (") ~ H%(X, w§?)/ ker(u").

Definition 2.5. Let H be an infinitesimal graded Higgs bundle which is compatible with 7. We
consider the graded coherent sheaf &(H) := imyy where vy = @, gr¥ Y and gr” y is the
composite morphism

gl’p Py H? ®a))\é‘g — Hp7d®im(]/lv) ®CU3/(‘B — H”’d®wx|3.

The first arrow above is given by the map H? — HP~¢ ® im(x") adjoint to c and the second is
given by the evaluation map (2.3). Since all the maps in question depend functorially on H, this
gives a functor

o { infinitesimal graded Higgs bundles

compatible with 77: 2" — S } — { coherentsheaveson B }, H +— &(H).

When H = H g is the fiber at s of the Higgs bundle gr 7" we have gr” ¢y, = 0 for p # d. Hence
in this case we will write
Yo = &t Yr-
To state the reconstruction result, we need to consider for any vector bundle .# on X the evaluation
map
Ne: HO(X,$®Wx) ® Ox — L Q wy.
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For a morphism f € Hom(Hj, Hy) of infinitesimal graded Higgs bundles, let gr' f € Hom(H!, H})
denote its component in degree i € Z. We then have:

Proposition 2.6. For every vector bundle . on 2~ with an integrable unitary connection, we have a
morphism «y: im(yy) @ wy|p — &(Hg) of Op-modules which is functorial in the flat bundle 2.
Moreover, we have:

(1) If the evaluation maps 1. and 1y ov are surjective on B, then « o is an isomorphism
1 7 $|B ;> g(Hg)

(2) Suppose that B contains a divisor B' C X such that wy, (B') is ample. If .o is surjective on B, then
for any morphism f: H — H ¢ of infinitesimal graded Higgs bundle compatible with 7T, we have

E(f) =0 = grdf:0.

Proof. By construction, the map c is the restriction of the cup product map
H*(X,wy) — Hom(H’(X, .2 ® wx),H (X, .£))

to the image of i. Note that via Serre duality the adjoint to the previous map can be seen as the map
HY(X, Z ® wx) — Hom(H(X, £V ® wx), H)(X, w§?)) given by multiplication of global sections.
It follows that on B the following diagram is commutative:

lpHg

H(X, £ ® wx) ® wy ——— H(X, 2"V ® wx)" ® wx

ne ®idJ I(’Ifgv)v@)id

& Hom(LY @ wx, wx)

The above factorization of ¢y, induces the sought-for functorial morphism & o.

(1) Since 77 and 1 ¢v are assumed to be surjective on B, the left vertical arrow in the above
diagram is surjective on B and the right vertical arrow is injective on B. Hence the claim follows.

(2) The commutativity on B of the diagram

g i

HY ® wy H° ® wx
gr’ f®idl lgr‘) feid
H(X,.2 ® wy) @ w0y — 12 5 HO(X, 2" ® wx)" @ wx
’Lsf@idl T(chfv)V@id
K% Hom(LY @ wx,wx)

together with the fact that 77.»v is surjective on B, gives that the vanishing of &(f) implies that of
the composite of the leftmost vertical arrows in the above diagram. It follows that gr? f takes its
values in sections s € H’(X,.# ® wy) vanishing identically on B hence on a divisor B’ C X as in
the statement. But the assumptions imply that any such section vanishes identically on X: indeed,

HY(X,.Z ® wx(—B')) =0,
because £ @ wx(—B’) is anti-ample, since wy (B’) is ample and . is a flat bundle. O

Remark 2.7. The existence of a divisor B’ C X contained in B such that wy, (B’) is ample is trivially
verified if y is surjective, that is, B = X. It is also the case when y has corank 1 and X is canonically
polarized: in this case, B’ = B is a bicanonical divisor and wy (B") ~ wx is ample.
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Note that a complex variation of Hodge structures is not determined uniquely by the underlying
local system. But the above constructions essentially only depend on the local system V:

Lemma 2.8. Let (Hy,01) and (Ha, 02) be the infinitesimal graded Higgs bundles attached to two different
choices of a complex variation of Hodge structures on a given underlying local system 'V on S.

(1) If (Hy, 61) is compatible with 7t, then so is (Hy, 67).
(2) In this case we have a canonical isomorphism & (Hy) ~ & (Hy).

Hence in this situation we will also denote the coherent sheaf in (2) by & (V) := & (Hy).

Proof. Since V is semisimple, it admits an isotypic decomposition V = @; V; ® W; where the V; are
pairwise non-isomorphic simple local systems V; and the W; are vector spaces. By prop. 4.3.13 and
rem. 4.3.14 in [SS18], each V; underlies a complex variation of Hodge structure which is unique up
to a shift of the Hodge bidegrees, and once we fix a choice of these shifts, any complex variation of
Hodge structures on V is obtained by choosing a bigrading on each W;. The associated infinitesimal
graded Higgs bundle is compatible with 7 iff the one associated with each V; is, hence claim (1)
follows. Moreover, for « = 1,2 the isotypic decomposition of the local system induces a canonical
isomorphism

éa(Ha) ~ @@@(Wl) QR W;
i
where the right hand side does not depend on the chosen bigrading on W;, hence (2) follows. [

The vanishing statement in proposition 2.6 (2) can be put in a more symmetric form, using that
the functor & is compatible with duality in the following sense. Given an infinitesimal graded
Higgs bundle H compatible with 7r, we have a nondegenerate pairing

‘BHZ (g{}(H) X (a[d(Hv) — O%,
defined for all local sections x of H? ® wY|3 and y of (H*~7)" ® wY| by
Br(Yu(x), Yuv(y)) = Wu(x), v = (x, puv (y))nv,

where (—, —)p is the duality pairing between the target of iy and the source of yv. For any
morphism f: H — H’ of infinitesimal graded Higgs bundle compatible with 77, we have

(2.4) B (&(f)(x),y) = Bu(x, &(f*)(y))-

Corollary 2.9. Suppose that B contains a divisor B' C X such that wy,(B') is ample. Let . be a vector
bundle on 2" with an integrable unitary connection. Suppose that 11.¢ and 11.¢v are surjective on B. Then,

(1) for any endomorphism f € End(H.¢) we have

E(f)=0 = g’ f=gr'f=0.
(2) if £ is a line bundle and H°(B, ) = C, for any direct sum decomposition Hy ~ Hy & --- @ H,
as infinitesimal graded Higgs bundles, thereisi € {1,...,r} such that both for p = 0 and for p = d,

we have
J 0 otherwise.

Proof. (1) By proposition 2.6 (2), it suffices to prove that gr’ f = 0. From eq. (2.4) we know that & (")
is adjoint to &(f) and this latter vanishes, we have that &(f") also vanishes by nondegeneracy
of B, - The result then follows from proposition 2.6 (2) applied to f".

(2) Since .Z is a line bundle and H(B, 05) = C, the only endomorphisms of &(Hy) ~ .Z|p are
homotheties with ratio in C. Identify H; with a subobject of H := H¢ and let f;: H — H be the
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projection onto H; followed by the inclusion of H; in H. The morphism f; is idempotent, hence so
is &(f;). It follows that &(f;) = A;id with A; € {0,1}, so statement (1) implies

g’ (fi) = g’ (fi) = Aiid.
Since f1 + - - - + fr = id we must have A; = 0 for all but one i. O
Corollary 2.10. Suppose that B contains an ample divisor B' C X such that wy, (B') is ample. Fori =1,2

let i be a line bundle on 2" with an integrable unitary connection V; such that 1] ¢.q v is surjective

on B. If the infinitesimal graded Higgs bundles H ¢, and H ¢, are isomorphic, then so are the flat bundles
(A, V1)|xand (£, V2)|x.

Proof. Since the connections on .77 and .%; are unitary, it is enough to show that the line bundles
2 |x and % |x are isomorphic. Proposition 2.6 (1) implies that the lines bundles .%; |p and % |
are isomorphic. If B = X, then there is nothing to prove. If B contains an ample divisor, the result
follows from lemma 2.11 below. O

Lemma 2.11. For any ample divisor D in a smooth projective variety Y of dimension at least 2, the natural
map Pic’(Y) — Pic(D) is injective.

Proof. Let £ be an algebraically trivial line bundle on Y and suppose that its restriction to D is
trivial, i.e. it admits a nowhere vanishing section o € H%(D, .#). Taking global sections of the short
exact sequence 0 - £ (—D) — £ — Z|p — 0 yields a short exact sequence

0 — H%Y,2(-D)) — H(Y,¥) —H'D,%) —0

because H! (Y, Z(—D)) = 0 as .Z(—D) is antiample, by the Kodaira vanishing theorem. The
section ¢ then lifts to a nonzero section of .Z on Y, yielding an isomorphism 0y ~ . since .Z is
algebraically trivial. O

2.3. Consequences for monodromy. Let.Z be aline bundle on 2" with an integrable connection V
and let IL = ker V be the local system on 2" (C) of its parallel sections. We consider the local system

V := Rin,L.

Suppose moreover that 2~ — S is projective and that the local system IL has unitary monodromy. In
this case V underlies a natural polarizable complex variation of Hodge structures, and in particular
admits a Hodge decomposition, for any t € S,

Vi = @ VI with VI ~H(2;,. 200 ).
p+q=d

Theorem 2.12. Suppose that B contains a divisor B' C X such that wY;(B') is ample, and H’(B, 05) = C.

If . and 114 are surjective on B, then there is a unique simple complex local system W C V = R, IL
such that
Wf’o @ W?’d Cc Wy forallt €S.

Ifd > 1and if i°(X, £ @ wy) and h*(X, £ ) are both non-zero, we have
k(W) > (X, % ® wx) + (X, L) +d —1.

Proof. By proposition 4.3.13 and remark 4.3.14 in [SS18], the local system V decomposes as a direct
sum .
vV =V,
i=1

where each V; C V is a simple local subsystem underlying a subvariation of complex Hodge
structures. By compatibility with the Hodge decomposition, it follows that there is an index ip such
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that the local subsystem W := V; C V satisfies W; N V4o # 0 for some i. Thus corollary 2.9 (2)
implies

VP o vI c W
Since W C V underlies a subvariation of complex Hodge structures, this inclusion at s implies the
same inclusion at every t € S and gives

-1 o
dim(Wy) > dim(V)?) + dim(V{°) + Y dim Wj*’
i=1
dil . .
= (X, 2 @wx)+ (X, )+ ) dimW
i=1
It remains to show that if h%(X, ¥ ® wx) and h?(X,.%) are both non-zero, then so are all the

summands on the right hand side. This follows from Griffiths transversality: if W/ 4P = 0 for
some p € {1,...,d —1}, then

FP = FPTL for the Hodge filtration .#7* on # = W @ 0.

Then Griffiths transversality implies V(.#7) C .#7 ® Qf, which means that 7 C # is a flat
subbundle. Since W is a simple local system, it follows that .#7 = 0 or #? = # . But since by
construction

p—1

FL=VI¥ o PwWi,

i=1
we know that P # 0 (as V¥ £ 0) and that Z7 £ # (as V¥ # 0). This yields the desired
contradiction. i

Suppose now that the flat bundle .# is torsion. By its order we mean the least integer n > 1
such that .Z“" is the trivial flat bundle. Let K := Q({,,) C C be the n-th cyclotomic extension and
let R := Ok be its ring of integers. Then IL comes by extension of scalars from a local system ILg
with coefficients in R. Hence V is obtained from the local system Vi = R%7t,ILg with coefficients
in R by extension of scalars:

V =V ®rC.

In what follows we will be interested in local subsystems of V with coefficients in Z. We consider
the tensor product

(2.5) Vr®zC= € V; where V;:=RimL%.
ic(Z/nz)*

Needless to say, with this notation we have V; = V. If the hypotheses of theorem 2.12 hold for B
and the flat line bundle .#®', we may consider the unique complex sublocal system

W; CV;
provided by theorem 2.12.

Proposition 2.13. Let d = 2. Suppose that B contains a divisor B’ C X such that wy (B') is ample, and

H%(B, 0p) = C. Let £ be a torsion line bundle of order n such that for all i € (Z/nZ)* the maps 1 e
are surjective on B. Then for any R-local subsystem

W% C Vr
such that Vi ®z C C Vg ®z C meets all W; trivially, the monodromy of V' is finite.
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Proof. Since V' is an R-sublocal system, the complex local system V% ®z C admits a decomposition
compatible with the one in (2.5):

Vi®zC= @ V; where V;=(Vy®zC)NV,
ie(Z/nzZ)*

By assumption, the local systems V; and W; meet trivially, hence V} must be pure of Hodge
type (1,1) because d = 2. In particular, V is unitary. Seeing V just as an integral local system, the
local system V7 is then both integral and unitary, hence it has finite monodromy. O

Corollary 2.14. Let d = 2. Suppose that B contains a divisor B' C X such that wy,(B') is ample, and

HY(B, 05) = C. Let £ be a torsion line bundle of order n such that for all i € (Z./nZ)* the maps 1] gei
are surjective on B. If every simple sublocal system of V; different from W; has rank < rk W;, then

V=WagaWwW

where the local system W' has finite monodromy.

Proof. Under the assumptions on the rank of W, the simple direct summand W is an isotypic
component of V, hence it admits a unique complement W’. The point is that in this case W’ comes
from a R-local subsystem of Vg because W does. To argue for this last claim, notice that L%’ can
also be seen as the Galois conjugate L% for the unique ¢ € Gal(K/Q) such that ¢({,) = {',. Asa
consequence,

Vg = R LY = V§

is the Galois conjugate of V¢ under 0. Now, any local complex subsystem of V; is defined over Q,
thus it makes sense to consider its Galois conjugates under Gal(Q/Q). Since the simple sublocal
systems of V; different from W; have smaller rank, the sublocal system W; coincides with its
Galois conjugates under Gal(Q/K), hence it comes by extension of scalars from a unique saturated
R-sublocal system

Wir CVir.
The same uniqueness property shows

Wir = W§
where Wy := Wi and ¢ € Gal(K/Q) is such that ¢(Z,) = ). It follows at once that the
complement W C V of W comes from local subsystem W/ C Vg with coefficients in R. Moreover,

seen as a Z-local subsystem it is such that W} ®z C meets trivially W; g for any i € (Z/nZ)*.
Proposition 2.13 implies that W’ has finite monodromy, as desired. O

3. THE SURFACE OF LINES ON A CUBIC THREEFOLD

3.1. Main results. To prove the main theorem of this paper, we are going to apply the results of
the previous section to the family of Fano surfaces of lines deduced from a versal family of cubic
threefolds. In this section we are going to prove that the hypotheses of theorem 2.12 are fulfilled for
these surfaces. More precisely, let Y C IP(E) be a smooth cubic threefold, where dim E = 5. Let
F := F(Y) be the surface of lines on Y. First of all, we show the following global generation result
for algebraically trivial line bundles:

Theorem 3.1. For . € Pic’(F) generic, the line bundle ¥ ® wr is globally generated. In particular, if
Pic(F) is simple, ¥ ® wr is globally generated for all but finitely many torsion line bundles .Z.
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The second result concerns the rank of the linear map y: Sym? H!(F, Tr) — H?(F, \* Tf) in-
duced by the cup product. The geometric meaning of this rank is better understood by considering
the dual map

u": HY(F,w§?) — Sym* H'(F, Tr)"

where we use the identification H?(F, A? Tr)" ~ H°(F, w%?) given by Serre duality. By definition,
the surface F embeds into the Grassmannian of projective lines in IP(E),

F—G:= Grz(E).

The polarization (1) on G given by the Pliicker embedding restricts to the canonical bundle of F,
and the restriction map

H°(G, 05(2)) — H(F, w§?)
is injective. However it is not an isomorphism as cor. 1.8 and prop. 1.15 in [AK77] yield
W(G,05(2)) =50 and  Kh°(F,w§?) =51.

Recall that a line L C Y is of second type if its normal bundle is A7 /y ~ 01 (1) @ 0L(—1). Lines of
second type form a divisor in F cut out by a bicanonical section

o € HY(F,w§?).
With this notation, we have:

Theorem 3.2. We have u¥ (0) = 0 and, for Y generic, the composite map

\
H'(G, 66(2)) — H°(F,w§?) £ Sym? H'(F, Tr)"
is injective. In particular, for Y generic, rk u = 50, and the base locus B of ker(u") C H°(F, w?z) is the

divisor of lines of second type on Y.

As usual, in the above statement, the generic quantifier means that the statement holds for Y in a
suitable nonempty open subset of IP(Sym® EV). Also, B is a bicanonical divisor, hence ample.

The rest of this section is devoted to the proof of these two results.

3.2. Proof of theorem 3.1. We begin with the following precise form of generic vanishing for F:

Lemma 3.3. For any nontrivial £ € Pic®(F) we have

W(F,%)=h(F,%)=0 and W (F, %) =6.

Proof. Since H(F,.#) = 0 for any non-trivial line bundle .# with vanishing first Chern class and
since x(F,.Z) = x(F, Or) = 6, we only need to see
H!(F,.2) = 0.

For this we will use Hodge theory. Since .# has vanishing first Chern class, it admits a (unique)
unitary flat connection V: ¢ — ¢ ® OF. Let L = ker V be the local system of its flat sections.
Because of the Hodge decomposition

H!(F,IL) = HY(F, %) @ H(F, 2 ® QF)

it suffices to show H!(F,IL) = 0 for every non-trivial rank one local system I on F. In other words,
we want to show

H' (71 (F), x) =0
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for the character x: 711 (F) — C* corresponding to IL. Collino [Col82, Col12] showed that the
topological fundamental group 711 (F) is a nontrivial central extension of Z!° by Z/2Z. By the
Hochschild—-Serre spectral sequence, this gives us an exact sequence

0 — HY (Z, x) = H' (11 (F), x) — HY(Z/2,C).

The left term in this sequence vanishes because yx is non-trivial, and the right vanishes because
Z./27 is torsion. Hence the same is true for the central term. O]

We now prove the global generation result in theorem 3.1. Let S C Pic’(F) be a smooth curve
passing through 0 with tangent direction

v € Ty Pic’(F) ~ HY(F, 0y).
Let .Z be the restriction of the Poincaré bundle to F x S and let
prp: F XS — F, prg: F xS —S,
be the two projections. The coherent sheaf
& = prg, (£ @ pry wr)

on S is torsion free, thus locally free because S is a smooth curve. Moreover, by the preceding
lemma and the base change theorem for coherent cohomology, the vector bundle & has rank 6 and,
for any s € S\ {0}, it has fiber H'(F, % ® wr) where %, is the restriction of . to the fiber of pr,
at s. The locus in F x S where the evaluation morphism

prg & = prgprg, (£ @ pry wr) — £ @ prpwr

is surjective is open, and its complement has a closed image T C S via prg by properness of F.
Therefore it suffices to prove that 0 ¢ T. To do this, we are going to prove that the tangent vector v
can be chosen so that the subspace

L, := & — H(F, wy)

defines a base-point free linear system. We begin by giving an alternative description of L,. To state
it, recall that the cup product map H'(F, 0r) @ H'(F, ) — H?(F, O) is skew-symmetric and the
induced linear map

(3.1) N> HY(F, 0F) = H2(F, OF)
is an isomorphism by [Huy23, chapter 5, lemma 2.5].
Lemma 3.4. Via the identification H°(F, wr) ~ N*H!(F, OF)" given by Serre duality and (3.1), we have
L, = {skew-symmetric bilinear forms ¢ on H'(F, 0F) with v € ker ¢}.
Proof of lemma 3.4. Standard arguments in deformation theory [Ser06, Proposition 3.3.4] imply
that L, lies in the kernel of the linear map H°(F, wr) — H!(F,wr) given by cup product with v:
L, C L, :=ker(H°(F,wr) — H (F,wr) : & — a U D).
On the other hand, applying Serre duality and taking the adjoint map of the cup product map
H°(F,wr) ® H'(F, 0F) — H'(F, wr)

one obtains the cup product map H!(F, 0r) ® H'(F, ) — H?(F, O). Via the isomorphism (3.1)
the kernel L, can thus be seen as the subspace of skew-symmetric bilinear forms ¢ on H!(F, &)
such that ¢(v, —) vanishes identically. These are in linear bijection with skew-symmetric bilinear
forms on H' (F, OF)/Cu, thus

dimL, = (°;!) =6.
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On the other hand, the subspace L, has dimension 6 because it is the fiber at 0 of the rank 6 vector
bundle &. Therefore L, = L., which concludes the proof. O

To analyze the base locus of L,, let A := Pic’(F). The cubic hypersurface Y C P* can be
reconstructed from F as the image of the map

P(Tg) — P(T4) =P(LieA) x A — P(Lie A) = IP(Hl(F, OF))

(see [Huy23, Chapter 5, proof of theorem 4.3]) after taking an isomorphism IP(H'(F, 0¢)) ~ PP(E)
as follows. By [Huy23, Chapter 2, Corollary 4.20(ii)] there is a canonical isomorphism

H!(F, 0F) ~ H2(Y) = H?(Y, O3).

On the other hand, H?(Y) is the degree 4 component of the Jacobian ring R of Y and the natural
pairing Ry x Ry — Rs is perfect and gives an isomorphism R4 ~ Ry ® Rs. Now R; = E¥ and Rs is
of dimensional one by smoothness of Y, so the isomorphism

(3.2) H'(F,0r) ~ E®Rs

gives the wanted isomorphism IP(H'(F, 0r)) ~ IP(E), through which we see [v] € P(H!(F, 0F))
as a point of IP(E).

Lemma 3.5. A point x € F is a base point of the linear system L, C H°(F,wr) if and only if the
corresponding line £, C Y contains [v] € IP(E).

Proof. Pick a nonzero element of R5 and identify H' (F, 0 ) with E via (3.2). In the above description
of Y, the line ¢, is the subspace IP(T,F) C IP(H!(F, 0F)). Moreover, evaluating a global differential
2-form at x corresponds to seeing it as skew-symmetric bilinear form on H! (F, OF) via the isomor-
phism HY(F,wr) ~ N*HY(F, 0r)Y and then restricting such a form to T, F. Since L, is the subspace
of skew-symmetric forms ¢ with v € ker ¢, saying that any such form vanishes on T, F means that
v belongs to T F. O

In particular, the linear system L, is base-point free if and only if [v] ¢ Y. Therefore, the line
bundle .Z ® wr is globally generated for general .Z € Pic®(F).

To conclude the proof of theorem 3.1, it remains to justify the final claim. By assumption the
abelian variety A = Pic(F) is simple. Let & be the Poincaré bundle on F x A and

prp: F X A —F, pro: F XA — A,

the two projections. By the lemma 3.3 and the base change theorem for coherent cohomology, the
coherent sheaf pr (% @ pri wr) has fiber H'(F,.# ® wr) at any nontrivial ./ € A. Again, the
locus in F x A where the morphism

priy pry, (2 @ prrwr) = & @ pry wr

is surjective is open, and its complement has a closed image Z C A via pr,. Moreover, by
construction, the intersection of Z with A \ {0} is the locus of nontrivial .# € A such that .# ® wr
is not globally generated. Let

ZCA
be the Zariski closure of Z N Aor, Where Aior C A denotes the torsion subgroup. By the main result
of [Ray83], the subvariety Z is a finite union of translates of abelian subvarieties of A. As we just

showed, the subvariety Z is not the whole of A. Therefore, if A is simple, then Z is finite. This
completes the proof of theorem 3.1. O
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3.3. The Jacobian ring of the Fermat cubic threefold. We now begin preparations to prove
theorem 3.2. To prove the generic lower bound for the rank of the map y in theorem 3.2 we will
reduce to the case of Fermat cubic threefold

Y C P* withequation F =3+ x5 +x3+x3+ 5.
This case is down-to-earth enough to carry out an explicit computation in the Jacobian ring

R:=Cl[xo,...,x4]/] where J= (3F/dx;:i=0,...,4) = (x5,...,x7).

Let R; be the i-th graded piece of R. In the proof of theorem 3.2 we will be interested in computing
the rank of the linear map

v: Sym? Rz — Hom(A? Ry, A’ Ry), f-gr— A fONGY+ DA fU].

For a,b € R here we wrote ab € R for the multiplication of the ring R and a - b € Sym? R for the
multiplication in the symmetric algebra over R.

Proposition 3.6. The linear map v has rank 50.

Proof. As we said, the proof is an honest computation. To begin with, for a subset I = {iy, ..., ik}
of {0,...,4} write

X[ = Xip.gp = Xy 0 X, € Ry
With this notation, we have Ry = (x; : I C {0,...,4}, |I| = k). To express the map v with respect to

this basis, notice that, for any t,u € {0,...,4} and any subsets I, ] C {0,...,4} of cardinality 3, we
have

XX Axpxy, #0 <= t &1 ug], TU{t} #JU{u}.

Moreover, if this is the case and I # ], then xjx; A x;x, = 0. The explicit expression of v then
depends on the cardinality of I N J. If [IN ]| = 3, thatis I = ], we have

{2x1xt Axpx, ifTU{t,u} ={0,...,4},

v(xr-xp)(xe Axy) = 0 otherwise

Suppose now |I N J| = 2. In this case the sets I . J, ]~ I and {0, ...,4} ~ (I U]) are singletons and
we call respectively i, j and k their elements. Then,

txpxj Axpx ift=j,u=k,
v(x;-x])(xt/\xu) = j:xka/\x]xi ift=k u=i,
0 otherwise.

Finally, if [IN ]| = 1, we have

txxAxpxy, iftZLug],
v(xp-xp)(xe Axy) = Expx Axpxy fug Lt g ],
0 otherwise.

The other computational advantage of the Fermat cubic threefold is that the map v is equivariant
under the natural action on R of the subgroup G C GL5(C) fixing F. The group G is the semidirect
product of the subgroup Ss permuting coordinates and the subgroup T = 3 of diagonal matrices
whose nonzero entries are third roots of unity. For k = 1,2, 3 the subspace

Vi = @ <x1 . X]> C Syl’l"l2 R3
[IN]|=k
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is stable under the action of G, where the direct sums ranges over unordered pairs I, ] of subsets
with cardinality 3. Moreover, if [I N ]| > 2, the subspace (x; - x) is an eigenspace for the action
of T. Indeed, x; - x is an eigenvector for the character

4 ‘ .
T>t=(to... b)) — Htfz(l)%](l)
i=0
where 6;: {0,...,4} — {0,1} is the indicator function of I, and similarly for J. When [IN ]| > 2,
the above character determines the unordered pair I, ] uniquely. Instead, when |I N ]| = 1, the
eigenspace decomposition of V; is

4
Vi= @Wj with W; = @ (x, . x]>.
i=0 Inj={i}
Indeed, if I N ] = {i}, the character of x; - xj is t? Hj#i t;, hence depends only on i. Note that, for
fixed i, there are exactly three unordered pairs I, | of subsets of cardinality 3 such that I'N ] = {i}.
To conclude the proof, since v is morphism of representations of G, it suffices to compute the
rank of the restriction of v to each T-eigenspace of Sym? R. If [T N ]| > 2, we saw that v(x; - x;) is

nonzero, hence injective on the eigenspace (x; - x). Instead, we claim that the kernel of v|w, has
dimension one. This will conclude the proof, since we will then have

rkv = dim Sym? R3 — 5 = 50,

because R; ~ H! (Y, Ty) has dimension 10. To prove the claim, we may assume i = 0, so that a
basis of W is

f = xo12 - X034, § 1= X013 * X024, h := xo14 - X023.
The explicit expression of v show that it has rank > 2 on Wy, because for example we have:
v(f)(x2 Ax3) = xoo34 A Xo123, V(8)(X2 AX3) = —Xoo3a A Xo123, V(h)(x2 Ax3) =0,
v(f)(x2 Axg) = X034 A Xo124, V(g)(x2Ax4) =0, v(h)(x2 A Xx4) = —X0234 A\ Xo124-
The above also shows v(f + g+ h)(x2 A x3) = 0. But the stabilizer of 0 in S5 acts transitively on
unordered pairs in {1,...,4} and leaves f + g + h invariant, thus v(f + g+ h) = 0. O

3.4. The upper bound on the rank in theorem 3.2. Let Y C IP(E) be a smooth cubic threefold,
where E is a vector space of dimension 5, and F := F(Y) the surface of lines on Y. With notation as
in theorem 3.2, we are interested in the linear map

u: Sym®H'(F, Tr) — H*(F, A\> Tr)
induced by the cup product. Via Serre duality, the dual of y can be seen as a map
p': HY(F,w¥?) — Sym*H' (F, Tr)".

We first show that 1 vanishes on the bicanonical sections cutting out the divisor of lines of second
type. There is a distinguished such section, obtained as follows. Let p: P — F be the universal
line and g: P — Y the projection. The proof of [Huy23, Chapter 5, Proposition 1.1] shows that the
determinant of the differential dq: Tp — g* Ty defines a section of

Aom(det Tp,q* det Ty) = p*wi?,
and that via the above identification we have
det(dq) = p*c  for a unique o € H*(F, w§?).
By [Huy23, Chapter 5, Proposition 1.1], the section ¢ cuts out the divisor of lines of second type.

Proposition 3.7. With the above notation, we have u" (¢’) = 0. In particular, we have rk u < 50.
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Proof. Since y is the map induced by the cup product, unwinding the identification given by Serre
duality, it suffices to show that

c(uUv) =0 for all u,v € H!(F, TF).

Note that u Uv € HZ(F, A? Tr), hence evaluating ¢ on it yields an element of H2(F,wr). The
construction of the Fano surface works in families; in particular, it induces a map between the
first-order deformations of Y and of F. Moreover, by [Huy23, chapter 5, prop. 2.14], this map is an
isomorphism

H'(Y, Ty) — H'(F, T¢),
whose inverse we denote by u +— uy. Since P is the projective tangent bundle of F, we also have a

natural linear map between first-order deformations H!(F, Tr) — H!(P, Tp), written u > up. One
checks that the following diagram commutes:

HY(Y,Ty) —=— HY(F, Tr) =——= H!(F, Tr)
(3.3) q*l l lp*
H'(P,q*Ty) 1 H(P,Tp) —— H\(P, p"T).
To prove the statement, it suffices to show that
(Pro)(p'uUpv) = p*(c(uU0))

vanishes. Indeed, the pullback map p*: H?(F,wr) — H?(P, p*wr) is injective by the Leray spectral
sequence, since R! p«Op =0(asPisa Pl-bundle over F). Now consider the commutative diagram

H(P, p*Tr)®2 — % H2(P, p* A2 Tp) —2Cs HR(P, p*wi2 @ p* N2 Tf)
dp‘@ﬁ N de Tid ® A2dp
H' (P, Tp)®* ——— H2(P, A2 Tp) — 72— H2(P, p*wi® @ N2 Tp).

Via the isomorphism p*w&? ® p* A\? Tr =~ p*wr, the composite map in the first row sends p*u ® p*v
to (p*o)(p*u U p*v). Therefore, since the rightmost square in (3.3) commutes, it suffices to show
that the composition of the second row with H! (F, Tr) — H! (P, Tp) vanishes, i.e.

(p*o)(upUvp) =0 forallu,v € H'(F, TF).

By definition, p*c = detdq. Moreover, for any morphism f: ¥ — #  of vector bundles of rank 3,
the following diagram commutes:

A2y det fend Hom(det ¥, det #) @ N2V
l/\zf H
i 2
N —— detW oW — 2 Getw @V

It follows that
(p*o)(up Uop) = detdq(up Uvp) = (dg)" (A*dq(up Uvp)).
Since the left square in (3.3) commutes, we have
A?dq(up Uvp) = dq(up) Udq(vp) = g*uy U g vy = g* (uy Uoy).
The key point is that
H?(Y, A\’ Ty) =0,



E¢-LOCAL SYSTEMS FROM CUBIC THREEFOLDS 19

FIGURE 1. The real points of the Fano surface of lines on the Fermat cubic threefold,
projected from its Pliicker embedding to IR3. The gray curve is the divisor of lines of
the second type, which in this case has 30 components, each smooth of genus one;
10 of these have real points. See here for an interactive visualization.

hence uy Uvy = 0 for all u,v € H! (F, Tr), which concludes the proof. Since A2 Ty ~ Q%/(Z), this
cohomological vanishing follows from the exact sequence of differentials for Y C IP4, together with
the standard exact sequences for the restrictions of Q,,(2) and Gps(—1) to Y, and Bott vanishing
on P4, O

3.5. Conclusion of the proof of theorem 3.2. We now give a lower bound on the rank of p. In fact,
we are going to compute the rank of the composite map

v: Sym?H'(F, Tg) - H(F, \> Tr) - Hom(H°(F, wr), H*(F, OF)),
where c is induced by the cup product. Via Serre duality, the map c can be viewed as the dual of
the multiplication map
HY(F, wp) @ H(F, wr) — HY(F, w§?).
This map has image H’(G, 65(2)) C H(F, w{?) where G = Gry(E) is the Grassmannian of lines
in P(E) and O;(1) denotes the Pliicker polarization. Hence for the proof of theorem 3.2 it only
remains to show:

Proposition 3.8. For a generic cubic threefold Y we have rk v = 50. In particular rk u > 50.

Proof. We first express everything in terms of the threefold: The incidence correspondence induces
isomorphisms H(F, QL) ~ H'(Y, Q2 ) and H' (F, 6F) ~ H*(Y, Q). Moreover, for the Fano surface
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the wedge product maps
N HY(F,QF) = H(F,wr),  A*H(F, 0r) = H*(F, 0y),

are isomorphisms [Huy23, chapter 5, lemma 2.5]. Finally, by [Huy23, chapter 5, prop. 2.14] we have
a natural isomorphism

Hl(Yl TY) — Hl(FI TF)
Via these isomorphisms v is identified with the cup product map
v: Sym?H' (Y, Ty) — Hom (A2 H'(Y, 02), A2 H?(Y, Q).

We now express this in terms of the Jacobian ring of the cubic threefold Y. To do this, pick
coordinates on E and let F € C|xy, ..., x4]3 be a homogenous polynomial of degree three defining
the smooth cubic Y C IP%. Consider the Jacobian ring

R(F) :=Clxo,...,x4]/(0F/0x;:i=0,...,4)

with graded pieces R(F) for k > 0. By Griffiths” description of the primitive cohomology of smooth
hypersurfaces (see [Voi07, prop. 6.2] for instance), there are canonical identifications

HY(Y,03) ~R(F);, H*Y,Q))~R(F),, HY(Y,Ty) ~R(F)s.
Moreover, via these identifications, the cup product becomes the product of the ring R. With this in
mind, the map v is
vi Sym®R(F)s — Hom(A*R(F)i, A*R(F)a),  f-g— 9 A§p = fo A +gp A fil.
As in section 3.3, for a,b € R(F) we wrote ab € R(F) for the multiplication of the ring R(F) and
a-b € Sym? R(F) for the multiplication in the symmetric algebra over R(F). Now, proposition 3.6

states that v has rank 50 for Fermat cubic threefold Y with equation F = x3 + - - - + x3. The statement
then follows by semicontinuity. O

4. PROOF OF THE MAIN THEOREM

4.1. Statements. In this section we prove the main theorem of this paper. Let S be a smooth
complex variety and % — S a family of smooth cubic threefolds, meaning that
Y CP(&)

is a subvariety defined by a nonzero global section of Sym® &V such that the projection % — S is
smooth, where & is a vector bundle of rank 5 on S. Let 77: .% — S be the associated family of Fano
surfaces of lines. Fix s € S and let

Y: =% and F:=.%
be the fibers at s. Statement (2) in the main theorem will be deduced from the following;:

Theorem 4.1. Fori = 1,2 let IL; be a rank one unitary local system over .# and V; := R27t,1L;. Assume
the following:

(1) the Kodaira—Spencer map TsS — Hl(Y, Ty) is surjective,
(2) the cup product map Sym? H'(F, Tg) — H2(F, A*> Tr) has rank 50,
(3) the line bundles IL; ®¢ wr and IL; @c wr on F are globally generated.

If the local systems V1 and V; are isomorphic, then so are ILq|r and L |F.
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We now pass to statement (1) in the main theorem. Let IL be a complex rank one local system of
order 1 on .# and consider the local system

V := R?m.L
on S. We are interested in computing its algebraic monodromy group, that is, the Zariski closure
M:=imp C GL(V;) of the monodromy representation p: m11(S,s) — GL(Vy).

Since the local system IL is torsion, the connected component M° is a semisimple Lie group. We
will deduce the main theorem of the paper from the following more precise statement:

Theorem 4.2. With the above notation, assume the following:

(1) the Kodaira—Spencer map TsS — H' (Y, Ty) is surjective,

(2) the cup product map Sym® H'(F, Tr) — H?(F, \* Tr) has rank 50,

(3) foralli € (Z/nZ)* the line bundle L®' ®c wr on F is globally generated,
(4) the restriction of IL to F has order n > 2,

(5) the group M is connected.

Then,
(M,Vs) ~ (Es, V)

where V is one of the two irreducible representations of E¢ with dim V' = 27.

In the rest of this section we will prove theorem 4.1, then theorem 4.2, and then finally deduce
the main theorem of this paper.

4.2. Proof of theorem 4.1. We apply the reconstruction results in section 2 to 7r: .# — S. Let us
recall the setup: The cup product induces a linear map

p: Sym*HY(F, Tr) — H?(F, A’ Tr)

which by assumption has rank 50. The target of this map is dual to H*(F, w§?). As h°(F,w§?) = 51,
it follows that the dual map

u': HY(F, w§?) — Sym? H'(F, Tf)Y
has a one-dimensional kernel. The base locus
BCF

of the linear system ker(u") is then a bicanonical divisor (in fact, by proposition 3.7, it is the divisor
of lines of the second type) and hence ample since F is canonically polarized; see remark 2.7. It
follows from proposition 2.6 and lemma 2.8 that any isomorphism of local systems V; ~ V,
induces an isomorphism of coherent sheaves

é/ﬂl’B ~ g(\h) ~ é"(Wz) ~ $2|B

where .%; is the holomorphic line bundle associated with IL;|r. Since B C F is an ample divisor,
we thus have by lemma 2.11 an isomorphism ] ~ .%. Since the IL; are unitary, it follows that
Li|p ~ La|F. O
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4.3. Proof of theorem 4.2. We begin by recalling the notation. Let IL be a complex rank one local
system of finite order on .# and
V := Rz, L.
The algebraic monodromy group of V is the Zariski closure
M:=imp C GL(V;) of the monodromy representation p: 711(S,s) — GL(V5).
Since the local system IL is of finite order, the neutral component M° is a semisimple algebraic
group. We will compare M with the Tannaka group of F for the convolution of perverse sheaves.
To introduce it, recall that the Albanese morphism
€: F — A:= Alb(F),
obtained by fixing some base point in F, is a closed embedding. We define the intersection complex
) F ‘= € *C F [2]

as the pushforward of the constant sheaf on F under the closed immersion ¢, shifted in cohomolog-
ical degree —2 so that it becomes an object of the abelian category Perv(A, C) of perverse sheaves
on A as in [BBDG18]. The group law on the abelian variety induces a convolution product on
perverse sheaves so that the convolution powers of dr generate a neutral Tannaka category (Jr),
see for instance [JKLM25, sect. 3]. The explicit form of generic vanishing given by lemma 3.3,
guarantees that

(4.1) H (F,L)=0 fori#2,
as soon as the restriction of IL to F is nontrivial. Under this assumption, the functor
w: (6F) — Vect(C), Q+— HA,Q®L)

is by construction a fiber functor; see [KW15, proof of th. 13.2]. The automorphisms of this fiber
functor are represented by a reductive algebraic group

Gr C GL(Vy)
which we call the Tannaka group of F. Here we used that w(ér) = H(A,dr ® L) = H*(F,IL) = V,.
We are interested in its derived group

Gr := [GF, Grl,
which is a connected semisimple algebraic group. By [Krdl6, th. 2] we have
where V is one of the two irreducible representations of Es with dim V' = 27. With this notation we
have:
Lemma 4.3. Let IL be a rank 1 local system on % of finite order whose restriction to F is nontrivial. Then,

M° C G; ~ Eg.
Proof. Because of eq. (4.2), the representation V; of Gy is irreducible. By Schur’s lemma, since
the group M° is semisimple, it suffices to show that M° normalizes Gr. This is a special case of

[JKLM25, th. 4.5]. Strictly speaking, the cited result is for /-adic cohomology. However, we can
apply this here because the local system L is torsion, hence of geometric nature. O

The interesting part is proving that the inclusion M° C Gy is indeed an equality. To prove this,
from now on, we will assume the additional hypotheses (1) — (5) in theorem 4.2. We will argue
by contradiction and assume that M is strictly contained in Gy. Then M will be contained in a
maximal semisimple subgroup

H C Gf.
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The maximal semisimple subgroups of E¢ up to conjugacy and the corresponding branching of the
representation V can be found for instance in [MP81, p. 298]. We recall them in table 1 together
with the dimensions of the occurring irreducible summands and with the data of whether or not
V is self-dual as a representation of H. Note that if in our geometric situation V; were self-dual
as a representation of H, then V; would also be self-dual as a representation of the monodromy
group M C H. But then the local system V would be self-dual, which is ruled out by the following
result:

Lemma 4.4. With assumptions as in theorem 4.2, the local system 'V is not self-dual.

Proof. If the local system V were self-dual, then theorem 4.1 would yield an isomorphism of local

systems IL|p ~ ILY|r, which contradicts our assumption that IL|r has order n > 2. O
H Branching of V Dimensions Self-dual?
Ds (0] & [@1] & [4] 1910® 16 No
Cy [05] 27 Yes
Ey (0] & [w4] 1®26 Yes
Ay 2001 + 205 ] 27 Yes
Gy [2c0;] 27 Yes
Ay x Gy [0 X @2] & [(201) x 0] 216 No
A1 X As (@1 X @s5] & [0 X @] 12@ 15 No
Ay X Ay X Ay @01 X @1 X0] @ [02 x0x @] & [0xw@ X @] 9¢9d9 No

TABLE 1. The maximal connected semisimple subgroups H C Eg and the branching
rules for the restriction of V to H. In the second column we denote by [A] the
irreducible representation of highest weight A. For each simple Dynkin type we
denote by @1, @, . .. the fundamental dominant weights which form the basis dual
to the coroots of the simple positive roots, numbered as in [MP81, p. 2].

Ruling out the maximal semisimple subgroups H for which the representation V is not self-dual
requires a finer argument. The key point is that the local system V contains a unique nontrivial
simple local subsystem and that we can bound its rank:

Lemma 4.5. With assumptions as in theorem 4.2, we have
V ~ WaW
or some simple local system W of rank tk(W) > 13 and trivial W' ~ C for some m > 0.
p Y S

Proof. This follows from corollary 2.14, from which we borrow notation. Under the assumptions of
the theorem, as in the proof of theorem 4.1, the base locus B C F is a bicanonical divisor, hence both
B and w// (B) ~ wr are ample; see remark 2.7. As B is ample, we have H°(B, 0p) = C. Moreover,
for any i € (Z/nZ)* the line bundle L’ ®¢ wr is globally generated. It follows that we can
consider the sub local system

W; CV,; :=R*r, L%
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given by theorem 2.12. By that theorem, this local system has rank
tkW; > hO(F, L% @ wr) + KO(F, (LV)® @ wp) +1 = 13.

Now, by lemma 4.3, the connected component of algebraic monodromy group of V; is contained
in E¢. By table 1, the restriction of V to any semisimple subgroup H C E¢ with V|y non-self-dual
has at most one irreducible direct summand of dimension > 12. Corollary 2.14 then implies that
V ~ W & W’ where W is simple of rank at least 13 and W' has finite monodromy; as we are
assuming M is connected, this implies W' is trivial as desired. O

To conclude the proof of theorem 4.2, we rule out the non-self-dual cases one by one. From
now on we identify (G, V) with (Eg, V) and consider the fibers W = W, W = W/ of W, W’ as
subrepresentation of V via V; ~ V.

To begin with, note that the Dynkin type of H cannot be A, x Ay x A; because in that case V
splits as three irreducible representations of H of dimension 9, but W has dimension at least 13.

If H had Dynkin type Ds, the representation W would be contained in the 16-dimensional repre-
sentation of H appearing in the table, hence W’ would contain the 10-dimensional representation.
Now this representation of H is almost faithful (it is the standard representation of SOj), hence W’
is an almost faithful representation of M. But M acts trivially on W', thus M would be trivial. This
is a contradiction because W is an irreducible representation of M of dimension > 1.

Reasoning similarly, if H had Dynkin type A; x As, the representation W’ would contain the 12-
dimensional representation of H appearing in the table. Again, this is almost faithful (it is the
tensor product of the standard representations of SL, and SL¢). Thus we would conclude that W’ is
an almost faithful representation of M, hence M is trivial. Contradiction.

Finally, if H had Dynkin type A, x Gy, then W’ would contain the 6-dimensional representation
of H appearing in the table. This representation is the symmetric square of the standard repre-
sentation of SL3 on which G; acts trivially. Since W’ is the trivial representation of M, we would
have that M is contained in the factor G,. On the other hand, the 21-dimensional representation
of H appearing in the table is the tensor product of the standard representation of SL3 and the 7-
dimensional representation of G,. Hence the irreducible summands of its restriction to G, have
dimension 7. But W is contained in this representation, it is irreducible and has dimension > 13,
which is impossible if M C Go.

Summing up, the group M cannot be contained in any of the maximal semisimple groups of Eg,
hence M = Gf ~ Ee. This concludes the proof of theorem 4.2. O

4.4. Proof of the main theorem. We are now in position to prove the main theorem in section 1.1.
First note that by theorem 3.1, there is some 1y > 2 with the following property: given a very
general smooth cubic threefold Y C P4, we have that any line bundle % on F of finite order
n > ng is such that £ ® wr is globally generated. Indeed, let # be the generic point of the moduli
space of smooth cubic threefolds, Y, the generic cubic 3-fold, and F, its Fano surface of lines. By
[Huy23, chapter 1, 2.13(i)], the intermediate Jacobian of a very general cubic 3-fold, and hence the
(isomorphic, by [Huy23, chapter 5, corollary 3.3]) Albanese of the corresponding Fano surface of
lines, is simple; thus the Albanese of F; is geometrically simple. Hence theorem 3.1 implies that
there exists 1y such that any line bundle . on F of finite order n > ny satisfies that .2 ® wr, is
globally generated. For each nn > ny the set of cubic threefolds whose Fano surface of lines F admits
an n-torsion line bundle . such that .2 ® wr fails to be globally generated is hence contained in a
proper closed subset of moduli. Thus the same 7y suffices for a very general Y as claimed.

To prove statement (1) of the main theorem the key point is that, the base S being smooth, for any
étale morphism S’ — S (not necessarily finite) the induced map between topological fundamental



E¢-LOCAL SYSTEMS FROM CUBIC THREEFOLDS 25

groups has image a subgroup of finite index in 711 (S). In particular, the connected component of
the algebraic monodromy group is insensitive to passing such an §’.

Choosing very general s € S and setting Y = %, F = .%;, we may assume that

(1) the Kodaira-Spencer map T;S — Hl(Y, Ty) is surjective,
(2) the cup product map Sym? H!(F, Tg) — H?(F, A? Tr) has rank 50,
(4) the restriction of . to F has order n > ny,

where .7 is the flat line bundle associated with the rank one local system IL. Indeed, under the
assumption that the family % — S is versal, the first condition holds for generic s by definition of
a versal family; the second holds for generic s by theorem 3.2; and the last holds for generic s by
assumption in the statement of the main theorem. Moreover, as s was very general we may assume
by the first paragraph of this proof that all line bundles .# on F of order n satisfy that . ® wr is
globally generated, and in particular that

(3) foralli € (Z/nZ)* the line bundles .#® ® wr on F are globally generated.

Passing to a finite étale cover of S, we may further assume that the rank one local system IL on .#
has order n and that

(5) the algebraic monodromy group of V := R?7, L is connected.

The assumptions of theorem 4.2 are thus satisfied, and the monodromy statement in (1) follows.

We now prove statement (2) of the main theorem. For i = 1,2 we may assume as above that IL; is
a local system of finite order n; > ng on .# whose restriction to the fibers of 77: .# — S has order
n;. By the choice of ny, the associated line bundle .%; is then such that both .%; ® wr and .Y ® wr
are globally generated. If the local systems V; = R%m,L; and V, = R%7, 1L, are isomorphic, then
theorem 4.1 implies that the restrictions IL1| #, and IL,| #, are isomorphic.

It remains to prove the statement about the invariant trace field inv(ps) of ps. First, note that

Q(p) € K:=Q(Cn),

where ¢, = ¢2™/". Indeed, the local system IL is obtained by extension of scalars from a local
system Lg defined over K. It follows that V = Vg @k C with Vg = R?7, Lk so the traces of ps lie
in K, giving the inclusion. For the converse inclusion, after replacing S by a finite étale cover, we
may assume that

inv(ps) = Q(ps)-
For o € Gal(K/Q), consider the conjugated local systems IL}, := Lx ®, K and the monodromy
representation p7 associated with V¢ := Vi ®, K = R*m.IL%. Suppose by contradiction that there
exists a nontrivial ¢ € Gal(K/Q) acting trivially on Q(ps). Then ps and its Galois conjugate pJ have
the same traces, hence are isomorphic (since p; is semisimple). It follows that the corresponding
local systems Vg and V¢ are isomorphic. By (the already-proven) statement (2) of the main
theorem, this implies that, for a fiber .%;, the restrictions of the underlying rank-one local systems
satisfy

L|z = (L|7)",

wherer € (Z/nZ)* is determined by 0'({,,) = {}, since L§ = ILY". This contradicts the assumption
that IL has order n, and thus concludes the proof of the main theorem. O

REFERENCES
[AK77] A. B. Altman and S. L. Kleiman. Foundations of the theory of Fano schemes. Compos. Math., 34:3-47, 1977.



26

THOMAS KRAMER, DANIEL LITT, MARCO MACULAN

[BBDG18] A. Beilinson, J. Bernstein, P. Deligne, and O. Gabber. Faisceaux pervers. Actes du colloque “Analyse et Topologie

[BCET19]
[Col82]

[Col12]
[DLLZ23]

[DR10]
[Feer24]

[GLY16]
[GS98]

[Huy23]
JKLM25]
[Kat70]
[Kral6]
[Kra22]
[KW15]
[LLS25]
[LS25]
[MP81]
[Pat16]
[Pat17]

[Ray83]

[Ser94]

[Ser06]
[SS18]
[Voi07]

[Yun14]

sur les Espaces Singuliers”. Partie I, volume 100 of Astérisque. 2nd edition, 2018.

G. Boxer, E. Calegari, M. Emerton, B. Levin, K. Madapusi Pera, and S. Patrikis. Compatible systems of Galois
representations associated to the exceptional group Eg. Forum Math. Sigma, 7:29, 2019.

A. Collino. The fundamental group of the Fano surface. I, II. In Algebraic threefolds, Proc. 2nd 1981 Sess. C.I.M.E.,
Varenna, volume 947 of Lecture Notes in Math., pages 209-218, 219-220. Springer, Berlin-New York, 1982.

A. Collino. Remarks On the Topology of the Fano surface, 2012. arXiv:1211.2621.

H. Diao, K.-W. Lan, R. Liu, and X. Zhu. Logarithmic Riemann-Hilbert correspondences for rigid varieties. J.
Am. Math. Soc., 36(2):483-562, 2023.

M. Dettweiler and S. Reiter. Rigid local systems and motives of type G,. Compos. Math., 146(4):929-963, 2010.
J. Feergeman. Motivic realization of rigid G-local systems on curves and tamely ramified geometric Langlands,
2024. arXiv:2405.18268.

R. M. Guralnick, F. Liibeck, and J. Yu. Rational rigidity for Fy(p). Adv. Math., 302:48-58, 2016.

B. H. Gross and G. Savin. Motives with Galois group of type G,: An exceptional theta-correspondence.
Compos. Math., 114(2):153-217, 1998.

D. Huybrechts. The geometry of cubic hypersurfaces, volume 206 of Camb. Stud. Adv. Math. Cambridge: Cam-
bridge University Press, 2023.

A.Javanpeykar, T. Kramer, C. Lehn, and M. Maculan. The monodromy of families of subvarieties on abelian
varieties. Duke Math. |., 174(6):1045-1149, 2025.

N. M. Katz. Nilpotent connections and the monodromy theorem: Applications of a result of Turrittin. Publ.
Math., Inst. Hautes Etud. Sci., 39:175-232, 1970.

T. Kramer. Cubic threefolds, Fano surfaces and the monodromy of the Gauss map. Manuscr. Math., 149(3-
4):303-314, 2016.

T. Kréamer. Characteristic cycles and the microlocal geometry of the Gauss map. I. Ann. Sci. Ec. Norm. Supér.
(4), 55(6):1475-1527, 2022.

T. Kramer and R. Weissauer. Vanishing theorems for constructible sheaves on abelian varieties. J. Algebr.
Geom., 24(3):531-568, 2015.

A. Landesman, D. Litt, and W. Sawin. Big monodromy for higher Prym representations. Geom. Topol.,
29(5):2733-2782, 2025.

B. Lawrence and W. Sawin. The Shafarevich conjecture for hypersurfaces in abelian varieties. Annals of
Mathematics, 202(3):857-1000, 2025.

W. G. McKay and J. Patera. Tables of dimensions, indices, and branching rules for representations of simple Lie
algebras, volume 69 of Lect. Notes Pure Appl. Math. CRC Press, Boca Raton, FL, 1981.

S. Patrikis. Deformations of Galois representations and exceptional monodromy. Invent. Math., 205(2):269-336,
2016.

S. Patrikis. Deformations of Galois representations and exceptional monodromy. II: Raising the level. Math.
Ann., 368(3-4):1465-1491, 2017.

M. Raynaud. Sous-variétés d"une variété abélienne et points de torsion. In Arithmetic and Geometry: Papers
Dedicated to I. R. Shafarevich on the Occasion of His Sixtieth Birthday Volume I Arithmetic, pages 327-352. Springer,
1983.

J.-P. Serre. Conjectural properties of motivic Galois groups and ¢-adic representations. In Motives. Proceedings
of the summer research conference on motives, held at the University of Washington, Seattle, WA, USA, July 20-August
2,1991, pages 377-400. Providence, RI: American Mathematical Society, 1994.

E. Sernesi. Deformations of algebraic schemes, volume 334 of Grundlehren Math. Wiss. Berlin: Springer, 2006.

C. Sabbah and C. Schnell. The MHM Project. 2018. https://perso.pages.math.cnrs.fr/users/claude.
sabbah/MHMProject/mhm. pdf.

C. Voisin. Hodge theory and complex algebraic geometry. I1. Transl. from the French by Leila Schneps, volume 77 of
Camb. Stud. Adv. Math. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007.

Z. Yun. Motives with exceptional Galois groups and the inverse Galois problem. Invent. Math., 196(2):267-337,
2014.


https://arxiv.org/abs/1211.2621
https://arxiv.org/abs/2405.18268
https://perso.pages.math.cnrs.fr/users/claude.sabbah/MHMProject/mhm.pdf
https://perso.pages.math.cnrs.fr/users/claude.sabbah/MHMProject/mhm.pdf

	1. Introduction
	2. The reconstruction technique
	3. The surface of lines on a cubic threefold
	4. Proof of the main theorem
	References

