NON-VANISHING OF CENTRAL L-VALUES OF THE GROSS
FAMILY OF ELLIPTIC CURVES

YUKAKO KEZUKA AND YONG-XIONG LI

ABSTRACT. We prove non-vanishing theorems for the central values of L-series
of quadratic twists of the Gross elliptic curve with complex multiplication by
the imaginary quadratic field Q(v/—q), where ¢ is any prime congruent to 7
modulo 8. This completes the non-vanishing theorems proven by Coates and
the second author in which the primes g were taken to be congruent to 7
modulo 16. From this, we obtain the finiteness of the Mordell-Weil group and
the Tate—Shafarevich group for these curves. For a prime P lying above the
prime 2, we also prove a converse theorem in the rank 0 case and the ‘B-part
of the Birch—Swinnerton-Dyer conjecture for the higher-dimensional abelian
varieties obtained by restriction of scalars.

1. INTRODUCTION

We let g be a prime number congruent to 7 modulo 8. We define K to be the
imaginary quadratic field Q(y/—q), viewed as a subfield of C, with ring of integers
Ok and class number h. Let H = K(j(Ok)) be the Hilbert class field of K, where
j(Ok) denotes the j-invariant of the complex lattice O. The prime 2 then splits
in K, say 20k = pp*, and since ¢ = 3 mod 4 is a prime, h is odd by genus theory
due to Gauss.

Amongst the elliptic curves with complex multiplication by K, Gross has intro-
duced in [10] an elliptic curve A with particularly nice properties (in fact, the Gross
curve can be defined for any prime ¢ = 3 mod 4). The Gross elliptic curve A is the
unique elliptic curve which is defined over Q(j(Ok)) with complex multiplication
by Ok, minimal discriminant (—¢%) (so that A has bad reduction only at the prime
q), and which is a Q-curve, in the sense that it is H-isogeneous to all its conjugates
A° where o is any element of the automorphism group of H. In addition, Gross
has shown that A has a global minimal model over O, and we write 2., for the
corresponding complex period.

The study of the arithmetic of A has attracted many mathematicians since it was
developed in [10]. In particular, Gross has shown in [10] by a 2-descent argument
that A has Mordell-Weil rank zero over H. Motivated by this, Rohrlich showed in
[19] that the L-function L(A/H,s) of A over H does not vanish at s = 1. Following
this, Rodriguez Villegas gave another proof in [18] for the fact that L(A/H,1) # 0
using a factorisation formula, parallel to the work of Waldspurger.

Let AP) be a quadratic twist of A by the extension H(v/D)/H for a square-free
integer D. We note that this is a non-trivial extension since the class number h is
odd. The arithmetic of A(P) has also received a lot of attention. For example, using
theta liftings and analytic methods, Yang [22, 23] showed that L(A")/H,1) # 0
when D is small compared to g, roughly, D < q%.

We now introduce some notation to state our main theorem. Let R denote the
set of all square-free positive integers R of the form R = ry---r;, where k > 0
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(k=0 means R =1) and 71,...,r; are distinct primes such that (i) r; = 1 mod 4,
and (ii) r; is inert in K, for i = 1,..., k. For R € R with R # 1, we write A/
for the twist of A by the quadratic extension H(v/R)/H. We write L(A) /H, s)
for the complex L-series of AU®)/H. By Deuring’s theorem, L(A" /H,s) is a
product of Hecke L-functions coming from the Hecke character ¢ associated to
AU /H. This can in turn be written as a product of Hecke characters associated
to ResH/KA(R) = B(R) obtained from AP by restriction of scalars from H to K.
In view of the relations discussed in Section 2, it suffices to show L(¢p, 1) # 0 for
a Hecke character of B to conclude L(AM /H, 1) # 0. We write T for the CM
field of B, and we write I3 for the special prime of T lying above 2 whose existence
is given in Proposition 2.1, where without loss of generality we assume that it also
lies above the prime p of K. We shall prove the following result.

Theorem 1.1. For any R =r1---r, € R. Then L(g%’il)‘/ﬁ € TH, and for any
prime P of TH lying above B3, we have

ordp (W) =k-—1.

In particular, L(A) /H, 1) # 0. Moreover, the Mordell-Weil group A (H) and
and the Tate-Shafarevich group II(A) /H) of AT are finite.

The implication that L(A /H,1) # 0, then AT (H) is finite, is a theorem
of Coates—Wiles [8] and its extensions due to Arthaud [1] and Rubin [20]. In the
case of the congruent number curves, such an implication was used by Tunnell [21]
to provide a method of verifying a given positive integer is not congruent, and
the 2-adic valuation of the algebraic part of their L-values was analysed by Zhao
24, 25].

The implication that L(AY /H, 1) # 0, then both AU (H) and TIT(A®) /H)
are finite, follows either from an Euler system argument due to Kolyvagin [16] and
Gross—Zagier [13], or its extension due to Kato [14] for twists of eigen cusp forms
f. We recall that A is a Q-curve and its restriction of scalars is modular, and the
relation (2.2) satisfied by the Hecke characters can be used to show that the curves
we deal with appear as quotients of the Jacobian Jy(N) (see [3]). We also note that
in the case f has complex multiplication, the proof of Kato is based on the work of
Rubin on the main conjecture for imaginary quadratic field [20].

Letting R = 1 in Theorem 1.1, we obtain L(A/H,1) # 0, reproving the result
of Rohrlich in [19]. The key difference is that our result gives the exact valuation
at the primes above P of the L-value for the base curve, which provides the crucial
initial step in the induction on which the proof of Theorem 1.1 relies.

We remark that when ¢ = 7 mod 16, the above result was proven by John Coates
and the second author in [6]. The new part of the theorem thus concerns the case
when ¢ = 15 mod 16. We stress that this case could not be covered in [6], and
this is due to the fact that the a corresponding Iwasawa module X (F,,) introduced
in Section 5 is trivial in the case ¢ = 7 mod 16, but it was proven to be always
non-trivial in the case ¢ = 15 mod 16 [17]. It is thus essential to obtain a better
understanding of this Iwasawa module.

The module X (F) is the Pontryagin dual of a certain Selmer group (see Theo-
rem 5.1). A key method used to prove Theorem 1.1 is thus a combination of various
descents at finite levels and an infinite descent in the setting of Iwasawa theory.

In proving Theorem 1.1, we will first study the abelian variety B = Resp/x (A)
over K. Another key ingredient is the Iwasawa main conjecture at the special
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prime ‘B, following [6]. Indeed, the field Fi, above is given by K (Bsgpe ), obtained
by adjoining to K all 3-power division points on B. In order to treat the case
p = 2, we also need to show that X (F.) is a finitely generated Zs-module. This
will follow from our earlier work [4], in which we show that the Iwasawa module
X (H(Ape)) corresponding to the field H(Ap~) is a finitely generated Zs-module.
Combined with the descent arguments, this gives us a non-vanishing result for the
base curve A and a rank zero B-converse theorem for B. Furthermore, we prove
the B-part of the Birch—Swinnerton-Dyer conjecture for B over K, a refinement
due to Buhler and Gross [3]. Using this as the base case, we apply an induction
argument on the number of prime divisors of R € R, a generalisation of Zhao’s
method to abelian varieties, to extend the non-vanishing result to the twists A%
as in Theorem 1.1. We stress that knowing the non-vanishing result for the base
curve A is not sufficient for obtaining the non-vanishing result for the twisted curve
AP and we crucially use the exact §-adic valuation for the base curve in our
argument.

In a subsequent paper [15], we will study the exact Birch-Swinnerton-Dyer
formula for A by proving the refined Birch-Swinnerton-Dyer conjecture at all
primes of the CM field lying above 2.

We remark that, as a consequence of Theorem 1.1, we obtain the following
density result. Let D > 1 denote a fundamental discriminant, and let

N(X)=#{D < X : L(AP)/H 1) #0}.
Then we have

Corollary 1.2.

N(X) > ——.
log® X

This paper is structured as follows. In Section 2, we introduce some notation
and preliminary results. We give a 2-descent argument in Section 3 showing that
B has no first descent at the special prime B of T lying above 2. In Sections 4
and 5, we prove a rank zero converse theorem for B at the prime 3, and prove the
B-part of the Birch—Swinnerton-Dyer conjecture. This uses Iwasawa theory for the
prime P and the descent results, giving the exact J-adic valuation of the algebraic
part of the Hecke L-value associated to B/K at s = 1. In Section 6, we apply a
generalisation of Zhao’s induction method to obtain the non-vanishing result for
the twisted curves, concluding the proof of Theorem 1.1. The proof of Corollary
1.2 can be found at the end of Section 6.

Acknowledgement This is one of the two papers we wish to dedicate to
John Coates. John encouraged us to give a full detailed proof of the full Birch—
Swinnerton-Dyer conjecture for these elliptic curves with complex multiplication
based on classical approaches which he, Wiles and Rubin developed. He believed in
the power of small primes in number theory, and he inspired us to pursue it. With
this paper, we wish to tell him that what he predicted is indeed true.

2. PRELIMINARIES

Since the minimal discriminant ideal (—¢®) of A is a principal ideal, it raises the
question as to whether there exists a global minimal Weierstrass equation for A
over the ring of integers Oy of H. Gross has proven that this is indeed the case
[11], and we fix one such equation

(2.1) y? + arzy + agy = 2° + asx? + aux + ag,

with a; € Op. We let B/K be the abelian variety which is the restriction of scalars
from H to K of the Gross curve A/H. For each R € R, we write BY) for the twist
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of B by the quadratic extension K(vR)/K, and A for the twist of A by the
quadratic extension H(v/R)/H. Tt is easily seen that B is in fact the restriction
of scalars from H to K of A%,

We write

7 =Endg(B®) = Endg(B) and T =7 @z Q.

Then T is a CM field of degree h over K, where h denotes the class number of
K. Let a: T — C be an embedding of T into C which extends our embedding
of K into C. There are h such choices of . We write ¢ for the Hecke character
of A/H and ¢ = ¢ for the Hecke character of B/K relative to a. We then have
Y = ¢oNg i, where Ny, g denotes the norm map from H to K. Since (R, q) =1,
the Hecke character ¢ of B(R)/K is then given by ¢r = ¢xr, where xr denotes
the abelian character of K defining the quadratic extension K (v/R)/K. Moreover,
since H/K is unramified, the Hecke character ¢z of AU /H is equal to

(2.2) Yr=0¢ro Ny/K-

Note that the Hecke characters ¢ and ¢r take values in T'. In what follows, we
shall write ¢ and ¢ for the complex conjugate characters of ¢ and ¢, respectively.
Since A is a Q-curve, we have L(A/H,s) = L(1,s)? by a theorem of Deuring, and
we have the relation between L-series [10, Section 18]

(2.3) L,s)= I L"),
a€Homg (T,C)

where the product runs over the h distinct embeddings of T' lying above our fixed
embedding of K. We will first show the non-vanishing of L(¢,1). Since the same
arguments show that L(@a, 1) # 0 for any «, we may conclude that L(A/H, 1) # 0.
Similarly, in order to show L(AU)/H, 1) # 0, it is sufficient to show L(¢p,1) # 0.

We now choose a prime of T' lying above 2, which is well suited for our purpose.
Note that the index of .7 in the maximal order of T is prime to 2 (see Section 13
of [10]). As ¢ = 7 mod 8, the prime 2 splits in K into two distinct primes, which
we will denote by p and p*. The following lemma (see [3] or Lemma 2.1 in [6])
gives the existence of a degree one prime B of T" above p, which is the special prime
mentioned in the introduction and which will play a fundamental role throughout
this paper.

Proposition 2.1. There exists a unique, unramified degree one prime 53 of T' lying
above p.

Of course, since the index of .7 in the ring of integers of T' is prime to 2, PN .7 will
be a degree one prime ideal of .77, which for simplicity we shall again denote by ‘B.
We will also use the degree one prime B* of T' lying above p*, which is obtained by
applying the complex conjugation to .

3. THE FIRST 2-DESCENT ON B OVER K

Iwasawa theory of B for the prime 8 shall deal with the extension F., /K,
where F, = K(Bgpe). Its Galois group is of the form I" x A where I' ~ Z,
and A ~ Z/27. The main conjecture of Iwasawa theory relates the corresponding
Iwasawa module X (Fl,) to a PB-adic L-function, which interpolates the Hecke L-
value L(,1) (see Section 5). In the case ¢ = 7 mod 16 treated in [6], it could be
shown that X (F) = 0. In the new case ¢ = 15 mod 16 treated here, we know that
X (Fy) is non-trivial [17]. We will get around this by studying its Pontryagin dual
Selpe (B/Fx). In particular, we will show that its [-invariant part Selgee (B/Foo )"
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is finite and compute the PP-adic valuation of its order to relate it to the JB-adic
valuation of the Hecke L-value. This requires carrying out various descents, both at
finite and inifinite levels, and proving exact relations between them. In this section,
we will carry out a 2-descent on B over K.

We let G = Gal(H/K), which is a group of order h, an odd number by our
choice of ¢. In this section, we will use a G-invariant 2-descent result on A/H due
to Gross (see the proof of Proposition 3.1) to prove a 2-descent result on B/K.
Recall that 7 is the ring of K-endomorphisms of the abelian variety B. For each
integer n > 1, let By~ be the Galois module of *B"-division points on B. We define
the Selmer group Selyn (B/K) by the exact sequence

Selpn (B/K) = Ker (Hl(K, Byn) — [ [ H' (K., B)w> :

where v runs over all finite places of K, and K, is the completion at v of K.

Recall that B lies above p, where p is one of the primes of K lying above 2. Let
Ay be the Galois module of p-division points on A. We similarly define the Selmer
group Sel, (A/H) by the exact sequence

Sel,(A/H) = Ker <H1(H, Ap) = [[H' (Hu, A)p> ,

where w runs over all finite places of H, and H,, is the completion at w of H. This
Selmer group is also a G-module, and we denote by Sel,(A/H)% the subgroup of
Sel, (A/H) consisting of elements fixed by G.

Proposition 3.1. We have
Sel, (A/H)® ~ 7,/27.

Proof. Let Sela(A/H) be the 2-Selmer group of A/H using the Galois module Ay of
2-torsion points on A defined in a similar way as above. This is also a G-module, and
we denote by Sely(A/H)® its Galois invariant subgroup. The G-invariant Selmer

group is much easier to compute than the full Selmer group, and Gross shows in
[10] that

(3.1) Sely(A/H)Y ~ O /20k.

Note that Ay = Ay x Ap- as Gal(K/H)-modules, where Ay~ the Galois module of
p*-torsion points on A, and A, is contained in A(H). Thus, by the definitions of the
Selmer groups, we have Sela(A/H) = Sel, (A/H) x Sely« (A/H), where Sel,-(A/H)
is defined in a similar way to Sel,(A/H) given above. Since both Sel,(A) and
Sely- (A) are G-modules and G is of odd order, we have

Sely(A/H)Y = Sel,(A/H)C x Sely« (A/H)C.

Note that Sel,(A/H)% is an O, -module where O, is the ring of integers of K,
and Ok, / POk, =~ 7Z./27., The proposition follows on taking the tensor product on
both sides of (3.1) with Ok, . O

Next, we calculate the PB-Selmer group Sely(B/K) using standard exact se-
quences of Galois cohomology. We will also use the following isomorphism of Galois
modules.

Lemma 3.2. We have an isomorphism
qu ~ Ap.
of Gal(K /H)-modules.
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Proof. Since By is a Gal(K /K )-module, we can naturally view it as a Gal(K /H)-
module. Both modules are isomorphic to Z/2Z, and the action of Gal(K/H) on
both modules is trivial, so the result follows. O

Proposition 3.3. We have
Selyy (B/K) ~ 7.,)2Z.
In particular, B(K) is finite since By (K) is non-trivial, and
TI(B/K)(¥) = 0.
Here, we denote by III(B/K)(B) the P-primary part of the Tate—Shafarevich group
of B/K.

Proof. The proof crucially depends on the 2-descent result in Proposition 3.1. We
recall the following definitions for Sely(B/K) and Sel,(A/H) using the exact se-
quences

(K, B
0 — Selp(B/K) — H' (K, By) _>HIH11<L(B;J3)
and
0 — Sel,(A/H) — H'(H, Ay) %Hlﬁﬁg%

where, k,(B) (resp. ky(A)) denotes the local Kummer map of B (resp. A) at
v (resp. w). Recall that G = Gal(H/K). By taking the G-invariant part of the
second exact sequence, we obtain the exact sequence

G
(Hw, Ayp)
1, (A/H)C — HY( =
0 — Sel,(A/H)Y — H (H T (A >
Using Lemma 3.2 and noting that #(G) is odd, we see that the restriction map
(3.2) i: HY(K, By) — H'(H, Ap)¢

is an isomorphism. Furthermore, locally at each prime v of K we can identify
G with the group Gal((K, ® x H)/K,). Thus, the restriction map also gives the
isomorphism
G
(3.3) jo: H'(Ky, By) = | [[ H'(Hu, Ap)
wlv
Now, since B is the restriction of scalars of A from H to K (or from [10]), we have
B(K,) = A(K, @k H) = [ [ A(H.
wlv
Since B(K,) is fixed by G = Gal((K,®x H)/K,), given any point (P,) € [[,, A(Hu)

and any o € G, we may identify (P,) with (PZ,).
Note that we have Or,, /B = Ok /p = Z/27Z, and thus

[TAHL) | ® (Ox/p) = B(K,) @ (O, /%)

wlv

Consider the maps

~

B(K,) @ (Ory /) "3 HY (K, By) = | [[H (Hun 4p) |

wlv
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where the last isomorphism is given by jo in (3.3). From our remark on the Galois
action of G, we see that the composition of these maps coincides with lev Kw(A).

It then follows from the definition of the Selmer groups and the isomorphisms (3.2)
and (3.3) that i sends Sely(B/K) isomorphically to Sel,(A/H)%. The result now
follows from Proposition 3.1. (]

We define
Selpe (B/K) = lim Selyn (B/K)
—

to be the direct limit of the Selmer groups Sely» (B/K) with respect to n. We then
immediately obtain

Corollary 3.4. We have
Selpe (B/K) = 0.

We end this section with the following remark which will be used in Sections 4 and
5.

Remark 3.5. By replacing B with * (the degree one prime of T lying above p*)
above, we similarly obtain that III(B/K)(B*) and Selg-~(B/K) are trivial. Thus,
both B(K) and HI(B/K)(PP*) are finite.

4. DESCENT THEORY ON B OVER THE FIELDS K AND F = K(Bgy:2)

The elliptic curve A only has additive reduction at each place w of H lying above
q = +/—qOk. For each such w, we write Ay(H,,) for the subgroup of A(H,,) consist-
ing of points with non-singular reduction modulo w, and put €, = A(H,)/Ao(Hy)-
Of course, €, is a Ox-module, and by the theory of the Néron model, the order of
¢, is at most 4.

Lemma 4.1. Let w be a place of H lying above ¢ = \/—qOk. Then €, ~ Ok /20K
as a Ok -module. In particular, &, is of order 4.

Proof. Since w does not divide 2 and A has additive reduction at w, it follows that
multiplication by 2 must be an automorphism of Ay(H, ), whence the kernel of
multiplication by 2 on €,, must be isomorphic to A(H,)2 = Ok /20K, as required.

O

Since B = Resy/x A, we know that

(4.1) B(K,) = [ A(H..).

wlq

We define

(4.2) Bo(Kq) = [ [ Ao(H.u),
wlq

where the two products are taken over all places w of H above ¢, and we set

— B(Kq)
Cq = BO(qu)-

Lemma 4.2. We have

(1) Cq =Il,)q Cw, and
(2) Cyq is a module over Ot ®z L, and (Cq)(P*) ~ OTw/m*OTw-
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Proof. The first assertion follows from the restriction of scalar properties for Néron
models. For the details, see Proposition 4.5 of [12]. The second assertion follows
from the fact that [T : K] = [H : K] = h, combined with Lemma 4.1 and the
structure theory for modules over principal ideal domains. O

It is known that B is a self dual abelian variety (see 4 lines below (3.1) in [12]).
Thus, we have the following lemma.

Lemma 4.3. We have
(i) H' (K4, B)(B) is finite of order 2, and
(ii) H'(K,, B)(B) is finite of order equal to | (1 — ¢(p)/2) |q_31
Here, | - |q is the multiplicative valuation on Ty, normalised so that |2|q = 271,

Proof. Recall that 7 is the ring of K-endomorphisms of the abelian variety B.

We fix any non-zero element 7 of .7 such that the ideal factorisation of 7 in the

ring of integers of .7 is PB” for some integer r > 1. Since B is self-dual, Tate local

duality shows that, for alln > 1, H'(Ky, B)xn is dual to B(K,)/m*" B(K,), whence

H'(K4, B)(B) is dual to Jim B(Kq)/m*"B(K,). Here, 7* is the non-zero element

of .7 such that the ideal factorisation of 7* in the ring of integers of 7 is PB*".
From the formulae (4.1) and (4.2), we have the exact sequence

(4.3) 0 — By(Ky) = B(Kq) = Cqy — 0.

Now, for each w above g, we use the reduction modulo w exact sequence for Ag(Hy,).
Noting that A has additive reduction at w and w is prime to 2, we see from (4.1)
and (4.2) that 7*" is an automorphism of By(K ). Then from the exact sequence
(4.3), we obtain

B(Kq)/m™" B(Kq) = Cq /7" Cy.

The first assertion of the lemma now follows easily from Lemma 4.2.
For the second assertion, given a local field L,, we write k(Ly) for the residue
field of L,. Then we have B(k(Ky)) = [[,, A(k(Hw)), where A is the reduction

of A modulo w using the global model (2.1) and B is the reduction of B modulo p.
Since A has good reduction at p, we know that 7*" is an automorphism on Hw‘ . Ay,

where /Tw denotes the formal group of A at w. Then by the same reasoning as in
(i), we have that H'(K,, B)(*B) is dual to

B B :
h%l T B(K,) % mn B(k(K,)) = B

Now, by the theory of complex multiplication, ¢(v) is the unique element of the
ring of endomorphisms & = End g (B) whose reduction modulo p is the Frobenius
endomorphism of B over the finite field k(K ). Note that ¢(p)@(p) = 2 and ¢(p) —1
is a P-unit. Thus,

-1

#BHEDEN| =1 G) - k) -1 = Kl - @)

B
This completes the proof of the second assertion of the lemma. O

Let L/K be an algebraic extension over K, and let S be a finite set of primes of
K. Then we define

Selg (B/L) =ker | H'(L, By) = [[ H' (L, B)(P) | ,
v1S
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where the product runs over all primes v of L not lying above the primes in S and
L, denotes the compositum field of all completions at v of finite extensions over K
contained in L. In the following, we will simply write Selsy (B/L) for Selggc':o}o (B/L)

and Seli¥ (B/L) for Seli¥:3 (B/L).

Proposition 4.4. We have
-1

\# (selgw(B/K))‘; _ ‘(1 B <z5(2p))

B
Proof. We recall that 7 is a fixed element of .7 satisfying the factorisation () = "

in the ring of integers of .7 for some r > 1. For each integer n > 1, we have the
short exact sequence

(4.4) 0 = Selpn (B/K) — SelX’.(B/K) “= [ H' (K., B)»
veW
where Sel’¥, (B/K) is defined in a similar manner for Byn, and we write u,, for the

right hand homomorphism in this sequence. On the other hand, by the definition
of the Selmer group Sel;«n(B/K), we have the natural homomorphism

(4.5) : Selp-n (B/K) — [[ B(K,)/m*"B(K,).
veEW

Note that the groups on the right of (4.4) and (4.5) are dual to each other by Tate
local duality and self-dualness of B. By the modified Poitou—Tate sequence (see, for
example, [2, Section 3.3]), we conclude that Coker(u,) is equal to the Pontryagin
dual of Im(s,) for all n > 1. Hence, writing u., for the inductive limit of the
maps u, as n — oo, it follows that Coker(us) is dual to the image of the map
So0 = T&nn Sy, Where

Soo ! p_ m Seln (B/K) = [[ B(K,)®7 Or,..
veEW
But by Remark 3.5, B(K) and HI(B/K)(P*) are both finite. It follows that
lim Selr-n (B/K) is isormorphic to B(K)(*), which is cyclic of order 2. Moreover,
Soo 18 injective because W is non-empty. Thus, the cokernel of u., has order equal to
#(B(K)(3*)). The result now follows on taking the inductive limit over all n > 1
of the exact sequences (4.4) and combining with Lemma 4.3 and Corollary 3.4. O

Let F = K(Bgp2). One can easily show that the degree of F' over K is equal to
2. The next proposition is Theorem 2.4 of [6].

Proposition 4.5. The abelian variety B has good reduction everywhere over F.

Let Ko, be the unique Zs-extension over K which is unramified outside of the
prime p. Then we have Fi, = K(Bype~) = K (Bgp2). We denote by

G = Gal(Foo/K) =T x A,

where T' ~ Zy and A = Gal(F/Kx) = Gal(F/K) is of order 2. We write ¢ for
the generator of A, so that ¢ acts on Bye by multiplication by —1. We refer the
reader to [6] for more details on these fields and Galois groups.

Since Selye (B/F) is a module over Gal(F/K), we may denote by Sely (B/F)A
the subgroup of elements in Sely. (B/F) fixed by A.
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Proposition 4.6. We have the exact sequence
(4.6) 0 — H'(F/K, B(F)g~) — Sely~ (B/K) = Selyyc (B/F)® — 0.

Proof. The assertion, except for the surjectivity, will follow from the commutative
diagram
(4.7)

0 —— Seljyne (B/K) —— H'(K, By~) [Togw H'(Ky, B)(B)

i :

0——s Selfpoo(B/F)A - (Hl(Fv B‘n""))A - (ng{p} Hl(va B)(‘B))A )

where jo is the restriction map and j; is induced by the restriction of js to Sel?{;;voc (B/K).
We first show that

(4.8) 2 (seqym (B/K)) C (Selfe (B/F))A.

To prove this, we note that since B has good reduction everywhere over F', the
prime q must ramify in F'. We write w for the unique prime of F' above q. We now
claim that the local restriction map

rq : H'(Kq, B)(R) — H'(F,, B)()

must be the zero map, from which (4.8) follows easily. Indeed, we know from
Lemma 4.3 that H'(K,, B)(B) is of order 2. Hence, it suffices to prove that the
restriction map from H'(Ky, B)s to H(F,, B)» is the zero map, or equivalently,
that the dual map from B(F,)/2B(F,) to B(K,)/2B(K,) given by the norm is
the zero map. Since q is prime to 2, multiplication by 2 is an automorphism of the
formal group of B at w. Moreover, B has good reduction at w, and we write B for
the reduction of B modulo w. Thus, B is an abelian variety over the residue field
k(Fy) = k(Ky), and we have

But since k(F,) = k(K,), the non-trivial element of A acts trivially on the group
on the right hand side, and so the norm map will just be multiplication by 2 on
this group, which clearly annihilates it, proving that r is indeed the zero map. On
the other hand, if v # q is a place of K where B has good reduction, then v is
unramified in F. Thus, writing A, for the decomposition group of any prime w of F’
above v, a basic local property of abelian varieties with good reduction tells us that
HY(A,, B(F,)) =0. Thus, r, : H(K,, B)(B) — H'(F,, B)(R) is injective in this
case. A simple diagram chase in (4.7) then shows that the kernel of ja restricted to
Sel™ (E/H, Ey) must be equal to the kernel of jy, which is equal to H*(A, Ep2).
By applying the snake lemma to the diagram (4.7), we obtain the exact sequence

0 — H'(F/K, B(F)q~) = Selitx (B/K) 2 Selyo (B/F)™.

We next show that j; is surjective. We simply write v = q in W, and let I,
be the inertia subgroup of some fixed prime of the algebraic closure of K above v.
Since v is ramified in F/K, we can find an element 6 of I, whose restriction to F
is 6|F. We now take £ to be any element of Seli (B/F)». We must show that
there exists a cohomology class p in H'(K, By ) such that jo(p) = & Note that
any such p must automatically lie in Selfng(B /K) by the injectivity of js. Since
B has good reduction everywhere over F, we can choose a cocycle representative
g of & which is trivial on I, N Gal(K/F), whence g(6*>") = 0 for all integers n, as
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6" lies in I, N Gal(K/F). For each z in By, let d(z) denote the 1-coboundary
on Gal(K/F) defined by d(z)(c) = (0 — 1)z. Note that

(6d)(2) =007 08 — 1)z = (0 — 1)0(2) = —d(2).
Now, since the cohomology class ¢ is fixed by A, we have (1 — d)g = d(z) for some
z € Bpe. Let u be any element of By such that 2u = z. We claim that the

equivalent cocycle f defined by f = g — d(u) is then actually invariant under the
action of A. Indeed, we have

(1=8)f=010=08)g—(1-=0)d(u)=d(z)—2d(u) =0.
Note also that we have f(62") = 0 for all integers n. Now, every element 7 in
Gal(K/K) can be written in the form 7 = 06, where o is in Gal(K/F) and
i € {0,1}. We define the map h : Gal(K/K) — By~ by h(r) = f(o). We claim
that h is indeed a 1-cocycle, that is, taking 7, = o,0% for k € {1,2}, we must show
that

(4.9) h(ri72) = h(T1) + T1h(T2).

Note first that, for any ¢ in Gal(K/F) and any integer m, we have h(c™) = f(o)
since f vanishes on the even powers of §. Now, we have 7175 = 10560172 where
o = 010967, whence it follows that

hrim2) = f(o103) = f(o1) + 01f(0%).
But by construction, the cocycle f is fixed by A, and so we have f(o5) = 0% f(03),
and the equality (4.9) follows. This completes the proof. O

Combining Propositions 4.4 and Proposition 4.6, and noting that
B(K)(B*) ~7/2Z and H'(F/K,B(F)(R)) ~ B2 / By,

we obtain the following corollary.
Corollary 4.7. The Selmer group Sel;’mo(B/F)A is finite, and we have

[# (Selige- (B/F)™)])| = 1 ‘( _ W)

-1

2 2

B
5. INFINITE DESCENT OVER THE FIELD F,, = K(Bgpe) AND A MAIN
CONJECTURE FOR Foo /K

In this section, we will use an infinite descent method due to Coates [5] and a
main conjecture of Iwasawa theory in order to show that L(¢, 1) # 0, and to give the
precise L-adic valuation for the algebraic part of the L-value L(¢,1). This precise
PB-adic valuation will play a key role as the base case of an induction argument in
Section 6. We recall that Fi,, = K(Bpe). A large part of this section, namely
the construction of the §-adic L-function for B over F,,/K and the proof of the
main conjecture for B for the tower F,,/F, has been established in [6]. We will
just briefly recall these results and use the results from Sections 3 and 4 in order
to obtain the desired 3-adic valuation for the algebraic L-value of ¢.

We define M (F) to be the maximal abelian 2-extension of F,, which is unram-
ified outside the primes lying above p, and we put

X(Fx) = Gal(M(Fx)/Fo)-
By maximality, M (F) is Galois over K, and thus 4 = Gal(F/K) acts on X (Fix)

in the usual manner via lifting of inner automorphisms. We list some results relating
X (F) to the Selmer groups in the following theorem.
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Theorem 5.1. We have
(1) Selp(B/Fx) = Selye (B/Fs) = Hom(X(Fx), By~ ), where all these
modules are Galois modules over 9.
(2) Selyoe (B/Fuo) = Seligee (B/Foo)®, where A = Gal(Fuo /Koo).
(8) The restriction map yields the isomorphism

Seljpee (B/F) ~ Selypo (B/Fso)",
where T' = Gal(Fo /F).

Proof. For a detailed proof, we refer to Theorem 3.9, Proposition 3.10 and Propo-
sition 3.11 in [6]. O

Note that I' is isomorphic to Z,, and we write A(T") for the Iwasawa algebra of
I' with coeflicients in Z,. For each choice of a topological generator v of I, there is
a unique isomorphism of compact Z,-algebras

i+ A(T) = Z,[[T]

which maps v to 1 + T, where Z,[[T]] denotes the ring of formal power series in
variable T' with coefficients in Z,. Let 90t be any finitely generated torsion A(T)-
module. The structure theory of finitely generated A(T')-modules asserts that there
is an exact sequence of A(T")-modules

0— &AM/ ftA(T) - M — D — 0,

where the fy for kK = 1,...,m are non-zero elements of A(T") and D is some finite
A(T')-module. Moreover, the ideal €(9) = f1--- f A(T") is then uniquely deter-
mined by 91, and is called the characteristic ideal of 9. Any generator of this ideal
is called a characteristic element of 9, and the image of a characteristic element
under the isomorphism ¢ will be called a characteristic power series of 9. The
following elementary lemma is then classical [7, Appendix A.2].

Lemma 5.2. Let M be a finitely generated torsion A(T")-module, and let con(T) be
any characteristic power series of M. Then the following assertions are equivalent:
(i)eam (0) # 0, (ii) Mp is finite, and (i) MY is finite. Moreover, when these
equivalent assertions hold, we have

lean (0)]5 " = #(Mrp) /#(ML).

Here, | - |, is a fized multiplicative valuation on C, extending | - 3. We note here
that we always fiz an embedding of T' into C, via the prime .

In particular, if 97 has no non-zero finite I'-submodules, then the lemma shows that
MM = 0 when cyn(0) # 0. Finally, we write .# for the ring of integers of the com-
pletion of the maximal unramified extension of Ty, and we define A »(T') = Z[[I']
to be the Iwasawa algebra of I' with coefficients in .Z.

Another key input we need for treating the case p = 2 is that we need to show
X (Fy) is a finitely generated Zo-module. Fortunately, this follows easily from our
earlier work [4].

Lemma 5.3. The Iwasawa module X (Fy) is a finitely generated Zs-module.

Proof. We have the inclusions of fields
Foo CH(Ap=) C M(Fso) C M(H(Apee)),

where M(H(Ap~)) denotes the maximal abelian 2-extension of H(Ap~) which is
unramified outside the primes lying above p. In [4], it was shown that X (H(Ap~)) =
Gal(M(H(Ap~))/H(Ap=)) is a finitely generated Zy-module. Thus, the quotient
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Gal(M(Fu)/H(Ap2)) of X(H(Ap~)) is also a finitely generated Zo-module. The
lemma now follows since X (Fy,) consists of finite copies of Gal(M (Fu,)/H (Apz2)).
O

In particular, X (Fl) is a finitely generated torsion A-module. We write cx (T')
for a characteristic power series of X (F). Let

pp G — Ly

be the character giving the action of the Galois group ¢ on Bgpe. We denote
by Ty B the P-adic Tate module of B. Let T B®"Y = Hom(By~, Ty/Or,)
be the free Opy-module of rank 1 on which I' acts by the character pq_&lF7 where
pp,r denotes the restriction of pgp to I'. If 9 is any finitely generated torsion
A(T")-module, we define, as usual, M(—1) = M Ro,, Ty B®(—1)| endowed with the
diagonal action of I'. Here, we note that Tiyg =~ Zy. Then, writing con(T) for a
characteristic power series of 9, a characteristic power series of the A(I')-module
M(—1) is given by con(u(l +T) — 1), where u = pp r(y). We also note that if 91
has no non-zero finite I'-submodule, then the same is true for M(—1).

Recall that v is our fixed topological generator of I', and recall also that both
B(K) and III(B/K)(PP*) are finite by Remark 3.5. Using Theorem 5.1 and the
theorem of Greenberg on the non-existence of finite submodules for X (F) [9, p. 93],
and noting that Hom(X (F), Bye) is isormorphic to Hom(X (Fio)(—1), T /Oy, )
as [-modules, we can reformulate Corollary 4.7 as follows.

Proposition 5.4. Let cx(T) be a characteristic power series of X (Fu), and let
u=pypr(y). Then cx(u— 1) # 0. Moreover, we have

6:1) extu- 1" = 3| (1- 22

-1

B

We now introduce the §3-adic L-function of B for the tower F, /K and a cor-
responding main conjecture of Iwasawa theory. Recall that we have chosen a
global minimal generalised Weierstrass equation (2.1) for A/H. Moreover, since
H = K(j(Ok)) and we have fixed an embedding of K into C, we also have an
embedding of H into C. The Néron differential w = dz/(2y + a1x + a3) on A/H
then has a complex period lattice of the form £ = Q. Ok, where {2, is a nonzero
complex number which is uniquely determined up to sign.

We now fix an embedding of H into the fraction field of .#, which amounts to
choosing a prime w of H lying above p. We write A for the formal group of A
under this embedding. Since A has height 1 as a formal group, there exists an
isomorphism
(5.2) Jp i G S A
of formal groups over ., where @m denotes the formal multiplicative group. As

usual, we take as a parameter for A the local parameter t = —2Z at infinity of the

Weierstrass equation (2.1). The isomorphism j, is then givenyby a power series
t = jp(wo) with coefficients in ., where wy is the parameter of @m. We then
define the p-adic period €2, to be the coefficient of wg in the formal power series
t = jp(wo). Since j, is an isomorphism, €, is a unit in .#.

We now fix an embedding of the field T" into C which extends our fixed embedding
of K into C, so that we can consider the complex Hecke L-functions L(ak7 s) for

—k
all odd integers k > 1. Here, we note that the Hecke character ¢ has conductor
—k
q, and by a theorem of Deuring, L(¢ ,s) is an entire function. Finally, we fix an
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embedding of the compositum HT into the fraction field of .# which induces the
prime w of H and the prime ¢ of T. This is possible because H NT = K.
By Theorem 5.4 in [6], for all odd integers k > 1, we have
k

L(¢ . k)
Qk

We are now ready to introduce a -adic L-function and to state a main conjecture.

€ HT.

Proposition 5.5. There exists a unique measure s in Ay (T') such that, for all
odd positive integers k =1,3,5, ..., we have

_ _ —k
63 % [ w)dua= (6 - DOZLLE D - ¢ 0)/2),
Furthermore, pa satisfies the main conjecture

exAs(T) = pal s (),
where cx s a characteristic element for X (Fy).

Proof. The details for the construction of g4 and its relation to certain Iwasawa
modules can be found in Sections 4-7 in [6]. For the proof of the main conjecture,
we refer to Theorem 7.13 in [6]. O

Combined with Proposition 5.4, we thus obtain a new proof of the theorem of
Rohrlich on the non-vanishing of L(A4, 1) on noting that L(A,1) # 0 if and only if
L(¢,1) # 0. Furthermore, we obtain the precise 2-adic valuation of the algebraic
part of the L-value L(¢, 1)/

Corollary 5.6. We have L(¢,1) # 0. Moreover, we have

’L((b, 1)

Qoo
Proof. This follows from Propositions 5.4 and 5.5. Indeed, given an element w in
A (1), we write w(T) for the corresponding power series under the isomorphism
from A #(T') to Z[[T]] induced by mapping v to 1 + T. By Theorem 5.5, we have
c¢x = papB for some unit S in A 4 (I"), whence

(5.4) =27 %

2

ex(u =Dl = Jpatu— Dl \/pprm

In particular, we conclude from (5.3) for k& = 1 that cx(u — 1) # 0 if and only
if L(¢,1) # 0. Thus, the first assertion of Corollary 5.6 follows from the first
assertion of Proposition 5.4. Finally, since €, is a unit in .#, the formula (5.4)
follows immediately from (5.1) and (5.3) for k = 1. O

We end this section with some remarks on the algebraic L-value in Corollary
5.6. It was shown by Buhler and Gross (or in [6]) that L(¢,1)/Q is contained
in HT, and that the fractional ideal ¢ L) m uT descends to a fractional ideal m in
T. Corollary 5.6 shows the J3-adic valuatlon of m is equal to —1. Thus, we have
proved:

Theorem 5.7. The B-part of the Birch—-Swinnerton-Dyer conjecture holds for B.

At present, we cannot give the precise ’-adic valuation of m for other primes
of T lying above 2 (except for *). A detailed study of these P’-valuations will be
contained in our subsequence work [15].
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6. GENERALISED ZHAO’S METHOD AND 2-ADIC VALUATION OF CENTRAL
L-VALUES

In this section, we will use an extension of Zhao’s induction method [24, 25],
modified for the abelian varieties, to obtain the exact valuation of central L-values
for quadratic twists, using Corollary 5.6 as the base case.

As defined in the introduction, let R € R be of the form R = ry---ry, where
k >0 and rq,...,r; are distinct primes such that (i) 7; = 1 mod 4, and (ii) r; is
inert in K for ¢ = 1,..., k. We recall that ¢ is the Hecke character of B/K. Then,
since (R, q) = 1, for each positive integer d | R, the Hecke character ¢4 of B /K
is given by ¢4 = ¢xa, where x4 denotes the abelian character of K defining the
quadratic extension K (v/d)/K. Here, as usual, we denote by B(?) the twist of B
by the extension K(v/d)/K. The remainder of this section will be dedicated to
concluding the proof of the following main result stated in the introduction.

Theorem 6.1. For any R =1ry---r, € R. Then L@%’ﬂ € TH, and for any
prime P of TH lying above B, we have

ordp (W) =k—1.

In particular, L(AY /H 1) # 0. Moreover, the Mordell-Weil group A" (H) and
and the Tate-Shafarevich group TII(AT) /H) of A are finite.

We define the imprimitive Hecke L-series

d)dv Z d)d )1 ’

(b,Rq)=

where the sum on the right is taken over all mtegral ideals b of K which are prime
to Rq. It is classical that the Dirichlet series on the right converges for Re(s) > 3/2,
and it has analytic continuation to the whole complex plane.

We define the fields

(61) JR:K(\/TTa \/7) HR_ (\/77157\/6)7
and we recall that ), is the complex period defined in Section 5. The proof of the
following proposition can be found in Proposition 9.8 and Theorem 9.9 of [6].

Proposition 6.2. There exists an element Vg € Hgr which is integral at all places
of Hgr above 2, and which satisfies

D Lr($4,1)/Q = 2V,
dR

where the sum runs over all positive divisors d of R.

This will be a key identity in the induction argument to follow.

Lemma 6.3. For each R € R, the extension Jr/K defined by (6.1) is unramified
at the primes of K lying above 2.

Proof. Tt suffices to show that, for each prime divisor r of R, the extension K (1/7)/K
is unramified at the primes above 2. Put m = (y/r —1)/2, so that V(m) = 0, where
V(X)= X2+ X — (r —1)/4. But then V'(m) = 2m + 1 is a unit at p and p*, and
so K(m) = K(y/r) is unramified at the primes of K above 2. O
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For each positive divisor d of R, we define
L(d) = VLG4 1) [Quer £ = 2(1),

Proposition 9.3 in [6] shows that .#(d) always belongs to the field HT. However,
the following stronger assertion is essential for our proof. Note that by Corollary
5.6, we have .Z # 0 for all primes ¢ = 7 mod 8.

Proposition 6.4. Assume R € R, and let d be any positive divisor of R. Then
Z(d)] L belongs to the field T.

Proof. This is exactly Proposition 9.15 in [6], which uses Proposition 11.1 in [3] as
a key input. O

Before we prove Theorem 6.1, we need the following lemma.

Lemma 6.5. Let d be any positive divisor of R, and let r be any prime dividing R
with (r,d) = 1. Then ¢q(rOk) = —

Proof. Let v = rO. Noting that —r is a square modulo ¢, the explicit formula for
¢ given at the beginning of §2 of [3] shows that ¢(t) = —r. On the other hand,
since r is inert in K and the Galois group of K(1/d)/Q is not cyclic, the prime
t of K must split in K (v/d), so that we have yq(t) = 1. Hence ¢g4(t) = —r, as
required. O

We can now conclude the proof of Theorem 6.1 using induction on the number
k of prime factors of R. Assume first that k¥ = 1, so that R = r, a prime number.
Then Proposition 6.2 gives

(6.2) ZL(r)/Vr+ (1= ¢((r) /1)L =2V,
Let Q be any prime of HT(/r) lying above the prime 9 of 7. We then have
ordg(V;) > 0. Furthermore, by Lemma 6.5, we have (1 —¢((r))/r?) = (14 1/r).
Since 7+1 = 2 mod 4, it follows from Corollary 5.6 that ordg ((1 — ¢((r))/r?).%) =
Asordq (V;) > 0, we conclude from (6.2) that ordq (Z(r)/+/r) = 0, and so Theorem
6.1 holds when k = 1.

Suppose now that R =ry---r, with £ > 2. By Proposition 6.2, we have

6.3)  Z(R)/VR+ > Al R)/f+$H 1—6((ry))/r?) = 28V,
d|R,d#1,R
where
A, R) = 2(d) T] (= 8a(()/r2).
rlR/d
The problem here is that the terms A(d, R) lie in an extension of HT, where the
prime P of T is unramified but will usually have a large residue class field extension.
This means that one cannot carry through the inductive argument in its naive form,
and we must appeal to Proposition 6.4 to get around it. The key to overcoming
this difficulty is to divide both side of (6.3) by the non-zero number .£. Then
defining ®(d, R) = A(d, R)/-Z for each positive integer divisor d of R, we obtain
the equation

64)  ®R)/VR+ > @d,R)/Vd+ H (1 —3((ry)/r2) = 2"Vr/ £,
d|R,d#1,R

where ®(R) = Z(R)/.Z. Let Hr be the field defined in (6.1), and we now take 9

to be any prime of the compositum HrT lying above 3 so that /9 is unramified.
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By Proposition 6.2, we have ordq(Vg) > 0. Thus we conclude from Corollary 5.6
that ordg (2¥VR/.%) > k + 1. Thanks to Lemma 6.5, we have

k

(6.5) orda ([T = 6((ri)) /) = k.

i=1
On the other hand, our inductive hypothesis together with Corollary 5.6 and Lemma
6.5 shows that, for each positive divisor d of R with d # 1, R, we have

orda (®(d, R)/Vd) = k.

Of course, these estimates alone do not allow us to conclude that orda (®(R)/vVR) =
k when applied to (6.4). However, the argument is saved by Proposition 6.4, which
tells us that ®(d, R) belongs to the field T for every positive divisor d of R, and so
it lies in the completion Tiz at 3. Since P has its residue degree of order 2, we can
write for each divisor d of R with 1 < d < R

&(d, R)/vVd = Vdri(1 + b)),
where 7y is a local parameter at P8 and ordg(bg) > 0. Thus,
Z ®(d,R)/Vd = w;’%DR mod Q!
d|R,d#1,R
with Dr = 3"y g a1, V- But
D% = Z d mod Q
d|R.d#1,R

and }-yp g g d = 2% mod 2, whence ordg (Dg) > 1. Thus, we have shown that

ordg | Y ®dR)/Vd|>k+1.
d|R,d#1,R
It now follows from (6.4) and (6.5) that ordq(®(R)) = k. Thus, again applying

Corollary 5.6, we have finally completed the proof of Theorem 6.1 by induction on
the number of prime factors of R € fR.

We will conclude this paper the proof of the density result in Corollary 1.2, which
we now recall.

Corollary 6.6 (Corollary 1.2). Let D > 1 denote a fundamental discriminant, and
let N(X)=#{D < X : L(AP)/H,1) # 0}. Then we have

N(X) > )f .
log® X
Proof. The proof follows closely the ideas of Serre [?], which is based on generalisa-
tions of the Tauberian theorem of Ikehara due to Delange[?], Wintner[?] et al. and
a method of Landau [?]. Such an argument has already appeared in, for example,
the works of Ono [?] or Kriz-Li [?], but we write out the details for our particular
case.

We define the set of primes P denote the set of primes which is the complement
of the set of primes which are congruent to 1 modulo 4 and inert in K. Then P
is regular of density 1 — 1 -1 = 2 in the sense of Delange [?], by the Chebotarev
density theorem. Furthermore, P is associated to the set E = N5\fR, in the sense
that for any p € P and any integer m > 1 not divisible by p, we have pm € E.
Given X, let E(X)={D <X :D € E} and R(X) = {D < X : D € R}, so that
EX)+R(X)=X.
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Noting that now SR(X) = E’'(X) in the notation of [?], we have from [?, Théoréme
2.8], for any integer k > 0, real numbers ¢, ¢y, ..., ¢, with ¢g > 0 such that

X
R(X) = —5—(co+c1/log X + - ¢ log" X + O(1/1log"™ X)).
log* X

In particular,

X 7
R(X) = co—5— + O(X/log? X).

log* X
The result now follows, on noting that by Theorem 1.1 we have L(AP)/H, 1) # 0
for all D € fA. (]
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